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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

JA 1205/i No + I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS DECISION TO ESTABLISH A 
TRAINING MISSION IN ETHIOPIA 

Mr. Eden Jo Mr, Bell {Addis Ababa) 


(No. 8, Confidential) Foreign Office* 
Sir. 2Hth January, 1953. 

\ have read with interest Mr, Busk’s 
despatch No. 105 of 12th December, in 
which lie reported the decision of the United 
.States Government [ 0 establish a training 
mission in Ethiopia. 

2. While 1 do not consider that too much 
importance should be attached to this 
decision, since the aim of the United Slates 
Government seems to he to do the minimum 
necessary to obtain continued facilities it 
Radio Marina, I shall be interested to hear 
whether any improvement in the organisa¬ 
tion. training and equipment of the 
Ethiopian forces results from this mission, 

3. In view of the United States attitude 
outlined in. paragraph 5 of Mr. Busk's 
despatch under reference, and in view of the 
charges which will have to be borne by the 
Ethiopian Government, it seems unlikely 
that anything very extensive in the way ol 
a mission will emerge; and my impression is 
that, instead of increasing United States 
influence at our expense, this project ma) 
indeed turn out to our own advantage. As 
.Mr. Busk says, the Ethiopian Government 
will not welcome the expense involved, and 
will remember the fact that Her Majesty's 


Government paid for the British Military 
Mission in Ethiopia; and there will probably 
be friction over the acceptance of the United 
States mission's advice, just as there was 
over the work of our own mission. No 
doubt you will keep me informed of this 
aspect of the nutter. 

4, With regard to the Emperor's expres¬ 
sion of willingness to join any organisation 
set up for the defence of the Middle East, 
on which Mr. Busk reported separately, it 
is of course correct that Ethiopia is too far 
outside the geographical area for which 
such an organisation would be planned for 
her membership to be logical or useful. 
Furthermore she has at present nothing 
worthwhile to contribute in the way of 
forces or technical skill. If the Emperor 
repeats his gesture i which remains valuable 
as an expression of goodwill and of his 
sympathy with the aims of the West in the 
Middle East) it may be necessary to bring 
the realities of the situation home to him, 
but meanwhile ii is probably wisest to avoid 
the subject of the Middle East Defence 
Organisation. 

I am, &c. 

R. ALLEN. 

< For the Secretary of State} 


JA 101171 No. 2 

ETHIOPIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1952 

Mr. Busk to Mr Eden. {Received Ifth March) 


(No* 25, Confident ill I Addis Ababa, 

Sir, March 3, 1953. 

I have the honour to transmit a review of 
events in Ethiopia during the year 1952, For 
this I am indebted to Mr, Bell, until recently 
First Secretary at this embassy. Mr, Smith 
was responsible for tiie economic section. 

2, I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Consul-General at Asmara. 

I have, &c. 

DOUGLAS L, BUSK. 

17753/115 46728** 


Enclosure in No. 2 
Annua! Report 1952 

Introduction 

Fhe principal event of the year was the 
fulfilment of the United Nations resolution 
of December 1950 for the federation of 
Eritrea with Ethiopia. This look place in 
September and the lirsi nine months of the 
year were occupied by the Ethiopian Gov¬ 
ernment in preparing for this event, to the 
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virtual exclusion of all other business. 
Apart from this 1952 was a remarkably 
uneventful year. Internally, the country 
sec Em to have been unusually quiet, In 
foreign affairs there were no significant 
developments. From time to time news 
was received of the prowess displayed by the 
Ethiopian contingent in Korea, thus provi¬ 
ding periodical reminders that Ethiopia was 
firmly established in the Western camp. On 
the whole. Anglo-Elhiopian relations 
improved. This can be ascribed very 
Jargdy to the efficient manner in which the 
British Administration of Eritrea played 
Ihdr part in the arrangements for the 
transfer of powers to the federal and 
Eritrean Governments in September, a task 
which was not made any easier by any 
corresponding degree of efficiency on the 
Ethiopian side. On the other hand, a eon* 
tributary cause of these improved relations 
was a belated but, as far as can be judged, 
sincere demonstration oi the Ethiopian 
Government’s determination to put an end 
to trans-frontier tribal raiding, particularly 
by the disorderly tribes infesting the western 
end of the boundary between Ethiopia and 
Kenya. In the economic sphere progress 
was unremarkable, largely inhibited by an 
inept and inflexible economic policy, 

Internal Affairs 

2. Both m the prov inces and in the capital 
1952 was an unusually quiet year. As far 
as is known, there were no disturbances or 
incidents of any political significance, 
although in some provinces there were signs 
of latent discontent. There was no recru¬ 
descence of the 1951 plot against the 
Emperor s life. The death sentence passed 
on the conspirators the year before was still 
not carried out and they continued to 
languish in inglorious captivity, little interest 
being taken b> the general public in their 
eventual fate, 

Eritrea 

3. The beginning of the year found the 
United Nations Commissioner for Eritrea 
still in Europe preparing his draft constitu¬ 
tion with the help of a panel of legal experts, 
hi January he visited London where dis¬ 
cussions were held regarding those aspects 
of his draft constitution which affected the 
British Administration and the arrange¬ 
ments for the handover. He returned to 
Eritrea in February and in April, after dis¬ 
cussions with representatives of (he Ethio¬ 
pian Government, his draft constitution was 
completed. Meanwhile he had been able to 


iron out his previous differences with the 
Ethiopian Government. These differences 
centred principally on the powers of the 
Emperor’s representative in Eritrea, Dur¬ 
ing 1951 it had not been possible to reconcile 
the views ot the Ethiopian Government that 
the Emperor's representative should have a 
right of veto over Eritrean domestic legisla¬ 
tion with those of the Commissioner who 
considered that such powers were contrary 
both to the letter and the spirit of the United 
Nations resolution of 1950. A compromise 
was finally reached by which the Emperor's 
representative should have certain suspen¬ 
sory powers over Bills passed by the Eri¬ 
trean Assembly which might imperil the 
interests of the federation, 

4. Meanwhile, arrangements went ahead 
for the election of the Representative 
Assembly before which the draft constitu¬ 
tion was to be laid. There were sixty-eight 
seats to be filled and the elections, which 
were held in March, resulted in an exact 
balance between the Coptic and Moslem 
political parties, each group obtaining thirty- 
four seats. This did not augur well for an 
easy passage of the draft constitution which 
had to be approved by a two-thirds majority. 
But. in the event, largely owing to the 
reasonable attitude displayed by the Moslem 
League of the Western Province as well as 
to the tact and good sense of the President 
of the Assembly. Ato Tedla Bairn, the con¬ 
stitution was finally adopted with few modi¬ 
fications at the beginning of July. On the 
15th August it was ratified by the Emperor 
in Addis Ababa at a ceremony at which both 
the United Nations Commissioner and the 
Chief Administrator of Eritrea were present. 

5, The constitution did not enter into 
effect immediately but under the terms of 
the United Nations resolution only did so 
upon the ratification by the Emperor of the 
Federal Act. This instrument, which repro¬ 
duced the first eight articles of the United 
Nations resolution and safeguarded the 
autonomous rights and basic freedoms of 
the inhabitants of Eritrea, was ratified by 
the Emperor at Addis Ababa on the llth 
September, a date of some significance in 
that it marked the beginning of the Ethio¬ 
pian new yeai On that day and by this 
Ac! the Emperor assumed his sovereignly 
over Eritrea. but by agreement between Her 
Majesty's Government and the Ethiopian 
Government the actual transfer of powers 
from ihe British Administration to (he 
Federal and Eritrean Governments was 
deferred until the 15th September .so as to 
ensure a smooth and ofderlv handover. 
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6, The arrangements made by the British 
Administration for the transfer of powers 
went according to plan in spite of the fact 
that, owing to the still unexplained reluc¬ 
tance of the Emperor to nominate his repre¬ 
sentative in Eritrea until the very last 
moment, some of the ceremonies attending 
the handover had to be carried out in two 
days instead of three. (When the name of 
Bitwoded Andargue Massai was finally 
announced as the Emperor’s representative 
a few hours before his departure for 
Asmara, it came as no surprise to anyone). 
On the 15th September, after the Chief 
Administrator had handed over his powers 
to the Emperor’s representative and the 
Chief Executive of the Eritrean Govern¬ 
ment, j brief but moving ceremony was held 
at Asmara, where the South Wales 
Borderers beat the Retreat as the Union 
Jack was lowered and the Ethiopian flag was 
raised m its place. 

7. It had already been foreseen that 
events in Eritrea subsequent to federation 
would be characterised by a decline in the 
standard of administration and a severe rise 
in I he cost of living. This forecast was duly 
borne out but the attention of the population 
was distracted for some weeks by the pre¬ 
parations for the Emperor's visit to the 
territory. His Imperial Majesty entered his 
new domain for the first lime on the 4ih 
October, the anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Italo-Ethiopmn war in 1935. He spent 
some three weeks in Eritrea where, out¬ 
wardly at least, he was received with acclaim 
and enthusiasm by all sections of the popu¬ 
lation. Beneath the surface, however, there 
were disquieting signs of discontent. Ato 
Tedla Bairu, who had been elected by the 
Representative Assembly as the first Chief 
Executive of the Eritrean Government, fell 
ill shortly after the handover and in his 
absence the Assembly threatened to gel out 
of hand on the issue of the rising cost of 
living, due in the main to the imposition of 
the Ethiopian customs tariff. This was a 
matter over which the Eritrean Government 
had no control and, although Ato Tedla was 
able to restore a semblance of good 
order in the Assembly on his return 
to work, it had already become clear 
that, limited as his authority was to the 
strictly domestic affairs of Eritrea, his 
powers Lo remedy the impact of federal 
legislation on the economic conditions of the 
territory were negligible. 'Hie seeds of con¬ 
flict between the Federal and Eritrean Gov¬ 
ernments had in fact already begun to 
sprout although Ato Tedla, as the former 
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leader of the Unionist Party, did his best to 
stunt their growth. Opinion in the 
Assembly, however, was an important factor 
in his political calculations and his desire to 
ingratiate himself with that body may partly 
explain his action vis-a-vis the British- 
American Tobacco Company. This com¬ 
pany had operated the Eritrean Tobacco 
Monopoly under the former British Ad¬ 
ministration and the Eritrean Government 
had agreed to the continuance of this 
arrangement when they assumed power in 
September, In November Ato Tedla in¬ 
formed the company that it was the inten¬ 
tion of the Government to terminate the 
agreement at the end of the year under the 
terms of the agreement which the Eritrean 
Government had inherited from the British 
Administration Inthe last days of December, 
however, he informed the company that, in 
the fight of legal advice to the effect that the 
contract originally made between Her 
Majesty's Government and the company for 
the operation of the tobacco monopoly was 
contrary to international law, the Eritrean 
Government proposed to seize all the assets 
of the company In Eritrea. This action had 
not actually been taken by the end of the 
year (but was taken in the first week of 
January}. Quite apart from the prejudice 
suffered by a British firm and from the 
inevitably unfavourable reaction of potential 
foreign investors in Eritrea once the facts 
became known, this irresponsible decision of 
the Eritrean Government in a matter which 
clearly involved the international responsi¬ 
bility of the federation, was taken without 
any prior consultation with the Federal 
Government and thus bade fair to make 
relations between the two Governments 
worse rather than better. 

8. By the dose of the year, however, 
none of these stresses and strains had made 
themselves felt outside the urea of the 
federation. The United Nations General 
Assembly in November passed a unanimous 
resolution congratulating the United 
Nations Commissioner, the former British 
Administration, the Ethiopian and Italian 
Governments and, last but by no means 
least, themselves on the outstanding success 
with which their resolution of two years 
earlier had been implemented, 

Anglo-El hi op tan Relations 

9, The transfer of powers m Eritrea in¬ 
volved Her Majesty's Government in the 
necessity for reaching agreement with the 
Ethiopian Government on certain, financial 
aspects of the handover. A financial 
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delegation visited Addis Ababa in August 
with a view to negotiating such an agreement 
on the basis of the cost to Her Majesty's 
Government of administering Eritrea since 
194! and of the value of various stores 
remaining in the territory at the lime of the 
transfer of powers. After six weeks' hard 
hut at all times cordial negotiation agree¬ 
ment was eventually reached on the figure of 
£950,000, Although this was admittedly 
well below the figure Her Majesty^ Govern¬ 
ment had hoped lo obtain, it was finally 
accepted as being the most that the Ethio¬ 
pian Government were in a position to pay, 
even taking into account the amount of 
East African shillings which they would be 
able to redeem in Eritrea after the handover. 
The agreement infer alia indemnified Her 
Majesty's Government against claims from 
thiid parlies arising out of their administra¬ 
tion of the territory. At the same time the 
delegation was able to reach agreement with 
the Ethiopian Government on the share of 
customs revenue to be allotted to the 
Eritrean Government. With regard to 
Eritrea generally, the efficient and helpful 
attitude of the British Administration con¬ 
tributed markedly towards closer Anglo- 
Ethioptan relations. It was only a pity that 
these were marred somewhat by reports put 
out b\ Miss Pankhursi, which for a time 
gained considerable currency in Addis 
Ababa, to the effect that, prior to their 
departure, the British Administration had 
deliberate!) and out of schadenfreude 
demolished the port installations at Mas- 
sawa. The true facts w r ere that the only 
demolitions that had been carried out on 
any scale were at the naval base and not in 
the commercial port. The former was a 
wasting asset and of no conceivable use 
either to Eritrea or to Ethiopia. Miss Pank- 
hursfs story, however, was believed for a 
lime by a number of responsible Ethiopians 
and even by the Emperor himself. The 
latter was eventually convinced of its basic 
untruth when he v isited Massawa in 
October. 

10, The preoccupation of the Ethiopian 
Government with preparations for the hand¬ 
over in Eritrea made it virtually impossible 
to settle any other outstanding business for 
most of the year. No progress was made 
towards the negotiation of a general treaty 
or towards a settlement of the Maud 
problem. Equally, though in this case 
difficulties with Egypt would in any case 
have made further progress impossible, wc 
were no nearer at the end of the year to 
starting discussions about Lake Tana than 


we were at the beginning {though the interest 
of the Ethiopian Government in the possi¬ 
bilities of using the waters of the lake for 
hydro-electric power and irrigation was 
demonstrated by the engagement of two 
Point Four experts to study this ami other 
allied questions on the spot). Interest in the 
appointment of another British adviser to 
reform the Ethiopian judicial system was 
maintained in a desultory way. The only 
agreement not specifically related to Eritrea 
which was signed during the year was a 
minor one prov iding for transit facilities for 
British and Ethiopian military aircraft in 
Ethiopian and neighbouring British terri¬ 
tories respectively, 

11 On the other hand* the general lack of 
progress in many outstanding matters of 
importance did not in any way betoken any 
general deterioration in Anglo-Ethiopian 
relations* On the contrary, it can be said 
that on the whole they improved. In par¬ 
ticular* this was so where our neighbouring 
colonial territories were concerned. Co¬ 
operation between the officials of the Harar 
province and those of the Somaliland Pro¬ 
tectorate in tribal and other matters became 
much closer as a result of two meetings, one 
at Harar in May and the other at Hargdsa 
in December* Even more satisfactory was 
the improvement in relations between 
Ethiopia and Kenya. At the beginning of 
the year the resentment of the Ethiopian 
Government over the Yohannes Abdu case 
had by no means died down: but by 
December iL could safely be said that to all 
intents and purposes it had been forgotten. 
In the meantime it had become over¬ 
shadowed by another problem, namely the 
control of the Gdubba, a tribe of undisci¬ 
plined savages inhabiting the area to the 
north-west of Lake Rudolph. For some 
thirty years they have been a thorn in the 
side of the Northern Frontier Province of 
Kenya. All but a handful of them live for 
most of the time in Ethiopian territory where 
there is no authority capable of controlling 
them and where traffic in rifles and ammuni¬ 
tion is unchecked; and they have periodi¬ 
cally made incursions into Kenya, where 
unarmed tribesmen and their families have 
fallen victims to their savage depredations. 
In January 1952 ax a result of a raid some 
75 miles inside Kenya territory no less than 
seventy Rendrilte tribespeopie were mur¬ 
dered and mutilated, more than fifty of them 
women and children. The Ethiopian 
Government were sincerely shocked when 
they learnt of this raid and. apprehensive 
about the possibility of unfavourable 
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criticism in the world press* expressed their 
determination to put an end to this savagery 
by disarming the Gclubba. It was some 
time, however, before any action could be 
taken since the Vice-Minister of the Interior, 
like nearly all bis colleagues in the Ethiopian 
Government, was fully occupied til pre¬ 
paring for the handover in Eritrea: and it 
was only in November that it was possible 
to discuss ways and means of disarming this 
tribe This was bound to be a difficult 
operation and required careful planning and 
the co-operation of the Kenya authorities, 
rhe latter were represented at the discus¬ 
sions which, largely ow ing to the Emperor's 
own anxiety test further incidents of this 
kind should damage Ethiopia's international 
reputation, were unusually expeditious. 
Agreement was reached in a very few days 
On a plan lo disarm the Gelubba in the sum¬ 
mer of 1953* the Kenya Government under¬ 
taking to man the frontier so as to prevent 
possible escapes and to assist the Ethiopian 
forces hy providing them with petrol and 
such other supplies as they might need. 
These discussions were conducted in a most 
friendly atmosphere and. quite apart from 
achieving their specific object, did much to 
remove the suspicion and mistrust with 
which the Ethiopian Government have for 
some time regarded the Government of 
Kenya* It was unfortunate that shortly 
afterwards unfounded press reports* sup¬ 
posedly emanating from responsible sources 
in Kenya, suggested a connexion between 
Mau Man and the Soviet Legation at Addis 
Ababa. This threatened to revive Ethio¬ 
pian suspicions of Kenya as well as to cast a 
momentary shadow over Anglo-Ethiopian 
relations generally. Bui happily it was 
possible to play the incident down. 

12, It ts truer of Ethiopia than of most 
countries that her relations with other 
countries depend to a very large extent on 
the personal sentiments of the Sovereign* 
The Emperor's genuine distress at the death 
of His Late Majesty King George VI 
afforded a striking demonstration of his 
deep friendship towards the British Royal 
Family. There is no doubt that he was also 
deeply disappointed at not being able to visit 
the United Kingdom before the death of 
The King to whom he wished to express 
personally his gratitude for the assistance 
given to him by His Late Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment in the liberation of Ethiopia and the 
restoration of Eritrea to the Ethiopian 
sovereignty. Alter federation took place, 
however* the Emperor expressed his desire 
to pay a visit to the United Kingdom to 
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express his gratitude to Her Majesty The 
Queen. Arrangements for such a visit were 
stilt tinder discussion when the year ended. 

Relations with Other Countries 

15. In the report for 1951 it was recorded 
that that year was a year of increased 
American penetration 1952 saw the con¬ 
solidation of the United States position in 
Ethiopia, and there was a marked increase 
in the number of technicians who arrived 
in Addis Ababa to implement various Point 
Four schemes* Indeed, there were signs 
that the Ethiopian Government were be¬ 
coming apprehensive at the extent to which 
the Ethiopian economy was becoming 
dominated by American interests. 

14. In the political sphere* however, the 
main development in Ethiopia's relations 
with other countries was the resumption of 
diplomatic relations with Italy. The first 
Italian Amabassador to Ethiopia since 1935 
presented his credentials in February* but it 
was several months before the Ethiopian 
Government allowed the ambassador and 
his staff to reoccupy the Italian Embassy* 
Relations between the two Governments, 
although formally re-established, remained 
at the best cool, largely owing to differences 
arising in Eritrea before the hand-over. It 
was also due to difficulties over reparations. 
A delegation left Addis Ababa for Rome in 
August for the purpose of discussing the 
form which the sum of U S, 525 million, due 
by Italy under the Peace Treaty, should take, 
li was .still in Rome when the year ended 
without having reached any agreement with 
the Italian Government, 

15. No appreciable change occurred in 
Ethiopia's relations wit h France and 
Sweden. Relations with Egypt were* as 
usual, characterised hy mistrust, aggravated 
by Ethiopian apprehensions at the possi¬ 
bility of having a common frontier in the 
event of Egyptian domination of the Sudan, 
Relations with the Soviet Union continued 
as before to be cool hut correct* In 1951 
Ethiopia had thrown in her lot with the 
United Nations by sending a contingent to 
Korea; Soviet-Ethiopia it relations deterior¬ 
ated accordingly* la 1952 they were, of 
course, no better* but equally they were no 
worse. Diplomatic relations were estab¬ 
lished for the first lime with Switzerland 
and Yugoslavia* With other countries 
Ethiopia's relations remained unchanged* 

Economic Affairs 

16. Despite a general slackening of 
demand for Ethiopian commodities, and a 
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restrictive economic policy involving the 
compulsory sale of coffee and skins for 
United States dollars, the country achieved 
a small favourable balance of trade 
in 1952. Export values of coffee, which 
continues to represent over half of 
Ethiopia’s exports* were slightly up, although 
quantities were down on last year* 
Demands for hides fell off alarmingly, and 
little interest was shown by sterling 
countries in the purchase of Ethiopian skins 
for hard currency, i he situation was 
retrieved, however, by greatly increased sales 
of cereals, pulses and oilseeds. On the basis 
of the Ethiopian customs returns. United 
Kingdom purchases from Ethiopia fell 
away 50 per cent, (mainly due to a drop of 
over E $6 million in our imports of hides) 
while our exports increased by 40 per cent. 
This increase was recorded over a large 
range of goods, but was most marked in the 
case of the cheaper textiles and motor 
vehicles. Local returns, however* do not 
differentiate hetween ports of transhipment 
and ultimate destinations, and are based on 
merchants' declared values: they provide, 
therefore, only an approximate guide to the 
country's trading position, 

17. Ethiopia's internal financial position 
■largely determined by the demand for the 
country's major exports remained good, 
ah hough total reserves of foreign exchange 
and precious metals fell from a record June 
total of E. $79 -2 million to E $70-4 million 
al the end of the year. This was due to an 
increasing liberalisation of imports, designed 
to force down the cost of living, This 
policy was introduced to counteract the 
inflationary pressure resulting from the 
export drive in coffee (stimulated by tem¬ 
porary sterling as opposed to the normal 
compulsory hard currency sales in June! anti 
m the long term it is hoped to eliminate the 
suppressed inflationary' potential always 
existing here in the shape of large sums of 
hoarded cash. The decision taken at the 
end of the year to release 40 per cent, of 
coffee and skins for soft currency sales 
should go far to insulate t he country against 
possible falls m world prices in 1953, 

1&. The federation in September with 
Eritrea carries with it considerable financial 
obligations where Ethiopia is concerned. 
The principal commitments arc the necessity 
to make good the Eritrean foreign trade 
deficit, local estimates of which are in the 
region of 12 million, and the payment to the 
British Government of £950*000 towards the 
cost of the British Administration of Eritrea. 
It is hoped that EritrcaV hard currency re¬ 


quirements may be balanced by income 
derived from American installations in that 
country. Meanwhile, the cost of living in 
Eritrea has soared Lo almost 20 per cent, 
above pre-federation days, following on the 
increased taxation involved in the applica¬ 
tion of the Ethiopian customs tariff to 
Eritrea, 

19. Developments during the year in con¬ 
nexion with the three World Bank loans to 
Ethiopia were distinctly discouraging. Some 
progress was made by the highway authority 
in the resurfacing of the Assab Dessie road 
(the priority project): but results here and 
elsewhere were stow of achievement, and so 
far removed from the capital as to provoke 
Ethiopian criticisms of apathy and incom¬ 
petence in the conduct of operations. In 
what may have been an ill-advised move to 
disarm these attacks, asphalting teams were 
switched* at the request of the Emperor, to 
the Addis Amho road to facilitate com¬ 
munications with the new Imperial Palace. 
This resort to expediency aroused consider¬ 
able adverse comment. The Development 
Bank came In for strong governmental 
criticism on the grounds that its loan policy 
was calculated to assist European indus¬ 
trialists rather than Ethiopian agriculturists; 
and a call by the Development Bank for part 
of the outstanding Ethiopian capital sub¬ 
scription was refused by the Government on 
any terms blit a compromise involving a 
small immediate subscription, a Stale Bank 
loan at half the usual interest rate and a 
further deferred subscription at the end of 
1953. The World Bank have protested that 
these arrangements cannot be considered to 
he in the spirit of lhe loan agreement, and 
further discussions on this and Development 
Bank policy are scheduled for March 1953. 
After a delay of over eighteen months, the 
Telecommunications Board, set up to imple¬ 
ment the third World Bank loan, was 
gazetted in October with a Swedish 
managing director. Considerable friction 
had been created by disagreements over the 
distribution of power between the latter 
official and the board; however, by years 
end some progress had been made in 
achieving a more auspicious atmosphere. 

20. There was considerable activity in 
connexion with she Point Four Aid Agree¬ 
ment signed in June 1951. A director to 
negotiate and administer the various tech¬ 
nical co-operation projects arrived in March, 
and by the end of the year seven subsidiary 
agreements had been signed with the 
Government, These covered projects for 
ihe establishment of an agricultural college. 
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surveying and development of water 
resources, assistance in educational work in 
elementary, secondary and technical schools, 
development and operation of agricultural 
schools, expansion of handicraft training, 
demonstrations of aerial locust control and 
the extension of the technical cooperation 
programme to Eritrea, Ethiopian co¬ 
operation .ii teas! in these preliminar> 
stages- -appears to have been quite satis¬ 
factory. 

2J. Although elaborate efforts were made 
to preserve secrecy, rumours spread in 
September that oil had be found by the 
Sinclair Oil Company in the south-east 
corner of the Ogadcn, The indications are. 


however, that such oil as has been struck is 
not in commercial quantities. A blockage 
in the borehole caused the suspension of 
operations in December. There were few 
other industrial developments of any im¬ 
portance during the year Progress b\ the 
Dutch Sugar Plantation Company, H.V.A., 
in developing their large concession 60 miles 
south-easi of Addis Ababa, has been ex¬ 
tremely good* and it is hoped to commence 
sugar production by the end of 1953. The 
country’s enormous meal potential remains 
virtually untapped. To date, the Govern¬ 
ment's attempts to attract foreign commer¬ 
cial investment have been conspicuously 
unsuccessful. 
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SITUATION IN ERITREA AND THE ATTITUDE OF THE 
EMPEROR TOWARDS IT 

<» 

Mr, Husk ta Mr. Eden. {Received 7 fh May) 


(No. 49, Confidential) Addts Ababa, 
Sir. 2nd May. 1951. 

In my despatch No. 48 1 reported that I 
hoped to have the opportunity for a private 
conversation with the Emperor, i am glad 
to say that he acted on the hint 1 put out 
when he came to the British Embassy 
gymkhana and l was, in consequence* 
invited to tea with him to-day The excuse 
for the audience, as far as his entourage was 
concerned* was to hand him Ehe copy of the 
Eritrean Constitution received under cover 
of your despatch No, 27 of Nth March. 

2. His Imperial Majesty invited me to 
speak with complete frankness and l 
availed myself to the full of this opportunity, 
though 1 must admit with considerable 
trepidation* because it is difficult to be sure 
where one stands with feudal monarch*, 

3. I began b> saying that it was of vital 
importance to Eritrea for the share of she 
customs dues lo be paid in advance, 1 had 
noted that in the Emperor's Representatives 
speech (a copy of which was enclosed in 
Mr* Wardle Smiths despatch No. 19) he 
had stated that this was the case. This did 
not accord with my information and 1 
hoped that His Majesty would see to it that 
in future these sums were paid in advance, 

4. The Emperor did not say whether in 
fact the money had been paid, but he said 


that he fully appreciated the importance of 
the question and that he had given L severe 
orders ” that it should be paid. Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General will be able to 
confirm in due course what action ha& been 
taken. 

5. I then passed to politics and said that 
I had told the Bilwoded that 1 thought it 
was of great importance that he should 
make it plain that he and the Ethiopian 
Government stood by the idea of federation. 
I hinted to His Imperial Majesty that if 
ihere were any pro-union movement and it 
was forced through, there might well be 
serious difficulties at the United Nations. 
The Emperor said he was well aware that 
there were rumours circulating in Eritrea, 
He blamed all these on the Italians who, 
he fell sure, were responsible for spreading 
them. He continued that a major difficulty 
was that the people of Eritrea, unlike those 
in other federations, such as the United 
States and Switzerland, did not know what 
federation meant. This is the same point 
that the Bitwoded made in conversation 
with me at Asmara and later in his speech 
on the occasion of the opening of the 
Assembly, f he Emperor continued that lo 
him it was all the same: union and federa¬ 
tion were mere words which most people 
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did not understand What was important 
was that Eritrea was now attached to 
Ethiopia lthis again follows I he line of the 
Bitwoded’s speech!. This sounded ominous 
to me, so 1 made it entirely plain that, while 
in this part of the world federation and 
union might bs considered the same thing, 
they would not be so considered elsewhere. 
The Federal Act and the Eritrean Const tui¬ 
tion, which was based on it. provided for 
federation and not for union. The United 
N ttions would adhere to these agreements, 
which had been freely reached and widely 
welcomed. 1 could not conceal from His 
Majesty my personal view that if any 
attempt were made to go back on them 
there would be serious trouble in New York 
and that His Majesty's friends might not 
find it easy to support him. I am satisfied 
that the Emperor entirely grasped the 
importance of what l said. 

6. I continued that one of the reasons for 
the spread of the rumours was that the 
Bitwoded's oil ice did not excel at " public 
relations,* more should be done to keep 
the Eritrean public informed of policy, by 
broadcasts, newspaper articles and speeches. 
The Emperor immediately agreed and said 
that this was a serious fault to which he was 
giving attention. He also agreed when 1 
maintained that the office was not 
remarkable for Us efficiency and that it was 
far too centralised, f mentioned that weeks 
passed before letters were answered and 
that the Bitwoded personally signed customs 
clearances. His Imperial Majesty said that 
this sort of nonsense must certainly be 
remedied. As these conditions prevail 
throughout Ethiopia l anticipate no 
immediate change. 

7. I then passed to the unemployment 
problem and I said 1 was glad to hear that 
Eritreans were being recruited for the army. 
I hoped, however, that work would soon be 
started on the buildings, particularly the 
school, of which the Emperor had laid the 
foundation stones. He said that the plans 
were now nearing completion and he hoped 
that by the cud of the month the actual 
work would start. When l suggested that 
Eritrea was over-populated and that one 
remedy might be to give land in Ethiopia 
to peasants and settle them there, he replied 
that this was in theory an admirable idea, 
but Ire doubted whether it would work. 
Once again he blamed the Italians, who, he 
maintained, had not during their occupa¬ 
tion of Eritrea trained the inhabitants to be 
anything but soldiers. They were not really 


prepared to work on the land. For instance, 
when large numbers of Eritreans had 
joined him in 1941 he had tried to settle 
them on excellent land at Shashairamna 
south of Addis Ababa. but almost all of 
them had drifted away. On his last visit to 
Asmara he had called headmen together 
and had offered them first class land in the 
Shire district of Tigrc. The headmen had 
accepted, but when it came to the point 
they had so far not been able to persuade 
any peasants to move. This is compre¬ 
hensible and His Imperial Majesty was no 
doubt only underlying the reluctance of any 
agriculturist to move to unknown fields. 

H. It might be thought from the foregoing 
record that the Emperor was highly 
critical of all Italians, bin he was careful to 
make it plain that this was not the case. 
Indeed, he paid considerable tribute to the 
capacity for hard work of the Italian people. 
It was the neo-fascists f both in Eritrea 
and in Italy whom he distrusted. T here 
are actually very few such in Eritrea, but 
their influence can well be tiresome, 
though I myself feel that the disappearance 
of Signor Capomazzo will result in a change. 
His imperial Majesty remarked of him that 
he was “ nefaste " and as this view is shared 
by the Italian, Ambassador and myself, there 
may be something in it. 

9, It will be appreciated that this 
conversation took a considerable time and 
as l had one or two other very important 
matters to mention privately to His Majesty, 
1 had to pass to them, because opportunities 
to see him alone are not frequent. I did 
not therefore have time to go further into 
Eritrean affairs, particularly on the 
economic side, as 1 had hoped. For 
instance. I did not mention the possibility 
of increasing transit trade with the Sudan, 
nor make any comment on the impact of the 
Bitwoded's speech on the Assembly, 
Throughout the Emperor was exceedingly 
cordial and at any time when I showed 
hesitation he pressed me to be frank. It was 
dear that be was fully aware that the 
situation in Eritrea was not a happy one. 
Whether he fully understands all the 
ramifications is another matter. In 
particular he may not realise that he and 
Ethiopia are intensely disliked or at best 
distrusted by many Eritreans,—or perhaps 
he knows it and is trying to close his mind 
to it. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to Rome and Asmara. 

I have* &c, 

DOUGLAS BUSK. 
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(2) 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Hitsk {Addis 1 ha hoi 


(No. 73.) Foreign Office. 

Sir„ 3rd July. t953. 

Before your Excellency visits Asmara 
again this month I wish to refer to your 
despatches Nos, 43 and 49 of 30th April and 
2nd May, regarding the situation in 
Eritrea and the altitude of the Emperor 
towards it: and also to your despatch 
No. 62 E, of 1 lth June which suggests the 
possible intentions of the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment lowards Eritrean finances. 

2. All your reports and those of Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at Asmara, have 
been read with considerable interest and 1 
see no reason to dissent from your views. 
Broadly it appears to be still true, as you 
stated in your despatch No. 101 of 
26th November, 1952 . that the Emperor 
and his closest advisers are fully aware that 
rhefr actions will be reported to the United 
Nations, and that the\ will probably do 
their best to preserve a facade of co-opera¬ 
tion with the Eritreans. I am glad that you 
left the Emperor in no doubt, on 2nd May, 
of the serious view Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment would be forced to take if the 
Ethiopian Government adopted a policy 
in contravention of the Federal Act, 

3. On the other hand it appears to be 
dangerous that the Emperor should fed and 
even say to a foreigner, that federation is 
the same as union, in this atmosphere it 
seems likely that his less prudent 
subordinates will sooner or later precipitate 
a dash with Eritrean opinion which the 
Emperor would prefer to avoid. For this 
reason 1 fed sure you were right to under¬ 
take the delicate task of criticising the 
Bitwoded's office: which should dearly 
exert a strong moderating influence by 
working towards practical federation, 
rather than stand aloof and thus encourage 
the feeling that Eritrea is alien from but 
dominated by Ethiopia. You may perhaps, 
during your forthcoming visit to Asmara, 
be able to persuade the Bitwoded and the 
Chief Executive that their collaboration 
in public relations is of considerable 
importance as a counter measure against 


the apparently incoherent criticism of the 
present regime. 

4, This criticism, judging from your and 
Mr. War die Smith's reports, varies in tone 
and in source, and some of it (emanating 
for instance from supporters of the Greater 
Tigrai movement) seems to be too 
da ngerous for I he Ethiopian Government 
to permit its airing in the Eritrean Assembly. 
If there continues to be some restriction of 
free speech however this would be less likely 
to cause adverse reactions in Eritrea and 
abroad if the Ethiopian Government 
deliberate!) sought to establish a sound 
economic position in Eritrea, 1 therefore 
agree with you that this aspect of the 
problem should be watched very carefully, 
and, as necessary, discussed with the 
Emperor. 

5. Mr. Kirk oris assessment of the position, 
as reported in your despatch No. 62 E., 
strikes me as rather hasty. I note' that you 
yourself find it hard to believe that the 
Eritrean economy is now flourishing. In 
the circumstances you will no doubt seek (o 
form your own view during your brief visit 
to Asmara, But whatever (he facts it is 
surely much too early to say that Eritrea is 
now able lo bear an additional burden of 
federal taxation as well as renouncing the 
advance payments of customs revenue in 
favour of payments in arrear. I recall the 
opinion of Mr. Wilson-Heathcote that “ the 
weight of taxation being levied is higher 
than it should be in the interest of the 
country at present and is a contributing 
factor to the descending economic spiral." 

6. Depending on the result oi your 
enquiries you will no doubt consider 
whether a strong hint should not be given, 
to Mr. Kirkor or perhaps to the Vice- 
Minister of Finance, that it would be 
preferable for political reasons to let 
Eritrea settle firmly into the Ethiopian 
system before carrying financial policy to 
its logical conclusion, 

7, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Asmara and Rome. 

I am, Ac, 

R. ALLEN. 

(For the Acting Secretary of Store). 
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MINISTERIAL CHANGES 


Mr. Husk to the Marquess of 

{No, 7 J, Confidential) Addis Ababa* 
My Lord Marquess, Wrh July, 1953, 
Rumours of changes in the composition 
of the Ethiopian Government spring up 
regularly every three months or so, but it 
is the exception for them to be followed by 
any concrete developments. Normally, 
these stories die away as rapidly as they 
have arisen* but over the last two months 
there has been an unusually strong and 
persistent crop, and J now have the honour 
to report that several changes have, in fact, 
recently been announced, on the most 
important of which I propose to comment, 

2- The details of these changes are as 
follows ithe numbers refer to the relevant 
paragraphs of my Report on Personalities 
for the year 3952) : 

hi) Lij Yihna Deressa (69L Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, to be 
Ethiopian Ambassador in Washing¬ 
ton in the place of Ras Imru (29). 

(bl Dedjazmatch Makonnen Desta (39), 
Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and 
Telephones, has been removed from 
office, 

fc) Fitaurari Tafessa Liable Mikael (60), 
the former Ethiopian Ambassador in 
Paris, to be Minister of Posts, 
Telegraphs and Telephones. 
uf\ Ato Zaude Gabre Heywot (73), a 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, to 
be the permanent Ethiopian delegate 
to the United Nations with the 
personal rank of Ambassador, 
it r) Ato M en be re Yahchirad (4b), Vice- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to be 
Ambassador in Cairo, (This is 
subject to linal confirmation,) 

3, The appointment of Yilma Deressa to 
Washington is certainly the most important 
of these changes, In any ordinary country 
it would be regarded as a high honour, and 
for public consumption here it will no doubt 
be represented as such. But in Ethiopia it 
represents quasi-exile for the person 
Concerned, In fact, it marks a further step 
and a further victory for the Minister of 
Finance, Makonncn Habtewold, in the 
struggle which he had been waging over the 
past few 1 years to concentrate in his own 
hands, and to a less extent those of his 
brothers, the central power of the State, 
Incidentally, it also removes from the 


Salisbury. {Received Juty 17\ 

Cabinet the only Celia Minister. The 
removal from office of the Minister of Posts, 
Telegraphs and Telephones is also a step, 
though a less important one* in the same 
direction, h differs from the case of Yilma 
Deressa in that it can be explained on the 
grounds that Makonnen Desta has been 
guilty of misappropriation of funds even 
though this allegation is in fact by no means 
wholly justified, He was held personally 
responsible for sums paid to foreign advisers 
in the Telecommunications Board, but it is 
at least doubtful whether much of the 
money had stuck to his lingers, Since, 
however, there had been several other 
examples of defalcation, the opportunity 
was taken to make an example pour 
enepurager les an ires, and the fact that he 
was personally disliked by the Minister of 
Finance no doubt helped to seal Makonnen 
Desta"s fate. It would, however, be quite 
in keeping with local custom if he were to 
be given another job after say a yeaT, by 
which time he would be judged to have 
purged his contempt, 

4. You will be aware from many of my 
previous despatches, particularly those on 
economic subjects, that the Minister of 
Finance, who enjoys the collaboration of 
the Minister of the Fen, has powers of 
decision over a very wide field of admirvistra* 
lion. It would, indeed, not be loo much 
to say that, apart always from the Emperor, 
it is to Makonnen Habtewold that one must 
turn for a decision on any matter of firsl- 
dass importance. In this respect, of course, 
be resembles the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who holds the ultimate control 
of expenditure, but Makonnen Habtewold’s 
power is less open to influence of his 
colleagues. Only in the field of Foreign 
Affairs is he apparently content to leave 
matters to the decision of another, though 
it should be noted that in this case the 
** other" is his younger brother. Ato 
Aklilou Habtewold enjoys indeed a 
remarkable degree of independence in this 
field, particularly when he is abroad. 

5, The removal of Yilma Deressa 
represents, however, more than a mere 
Conflict of personalities. He was certainly 
the most prominent, though not 1 think the 
most competent, of the younger school of 
Ministers and administrators who have 
received part at least of their education 
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abroad. His period of study at the London 
School of Economics had implanted in him 
markedly " progressive '* ideas, which led 
him to nurse large and often utterly 
impracticable plans for the economic 
development of hi* country with (he help 
of foreign capital. Such views could not 
hut bring him into constant conflict with 
the older group ol Ministers, of whom the 
Minister of Finance is at once the most 
important, the most determined, and 
perhaps the most reactionary. His quasi- 
ex He therefore represents a definite, if 
possibly only a temporary set-back for the 
younger school, among w hom arc numbered 
Ato Menasse Lemma, one ot the Vice- 
Ministers ol Finance and a close friend of 
Lij Yilma. These two have tended ti 
any thing to be pro-American in their policy. 
The Ministers of Finance and of the Pen 
are, however, inclined lo be pro-British and 
rather suspicious of American penetration, 
it will be recalled that the Minister of 
Finance succeeded in removing the 
American Governor of the Stale Bank who 
■was certainly a menace to British enterprise. 

6. I have said that the Minister of 
Finance is perhaps ihe most reactionary 
of the older group of Ministers. I should 
not wish, however, to convey any disparage¬ 
ment by the use of this term. There can 
be no doubts of Makonnen Habtewold s 
patriotism; indeed it is this very quality that 
leads him to resist too rapid progress, 
particular!} when such progress requires 
considerable imports of foreign capita! and 
i eeh n ic ian s, u nl ess he is persona 11 y co n v j need 
that d is both inevitable and really beneficial 
to the country. He is anxious to maintain 
Ethiopian independence in a wide sense, 
and for as iomi as possible. He is certainly 
disturbed b\ the political and social changes 
that have taken place in the Middle East in 
consequence of the economic development 
of Elmt area by foreign capital and he fears 
the results of loo rapid progress on the 
extremely ramshackle Ethiopian machine, 
I would be the last to say that he is wrong, 
h is probable that the wide powers allowed 


to the Minister by the -Emperor have been 
granted because the latter also is disquieted 
by the rapidity of recent advances. These 
were encouraged l>> His Imperial Majesty 
but now that they are taking place they may 
assume a menacing aspect to his eye. The 
over enthusiasm of many of the Point Four 
officials contributes to this anxiety because 
they will talk loudly ol the immense changes 
they hope to effect in a matter of months. 

7. The Emperor knows he can rely on 
Makonnen Habtewold s devotion and 
comparative honesty, but the time mas well 
come when he will bring into play the 
process of counterbalancing any undue 
concern ration of influence which has so 
often been evident in his dealings with 
Ministers and with foreign advisers. 
Political life in Eihiopia has many ups and 
downs, but it is clear that at the moment 
the Emperor favours a policy of progress, 
but not loo rapid progress, and its 
maintenance within the limits of the funds 
Ethiopia can herseh provide. 

8. The remaining changes listed in 
paragraph 2 above are of minor importance. 
It is. however, an interesting sidelight on the 
ethics of Ethiopian official appointments 
that the new permanent delegate to the 
United Nations was disgraced as recently 
as 195] for extensive peculation of funds 
belonging to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs at a time when he was nominally in 
charge of the Ministry. 1 fear, too, that the 
new Minister of Posts. Telegraphs and 
Telephones is like!} to be even less satisfac- 
Lory than his predecessor; indeed, 1 have 
reason to belike that he is already 
considerably hampering the work of the 
extremely capable Swedish Director of the 
Telecommunications Board, As for the 
Ambassador-designate to Cairo, l see no 
reason to alter the verdict upon him 
pronounced by the late Sir B Farquahar in 
1947; b ‘a complete dud. 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Consul-General at Asmara. 

I have, &c. 

D. L. BUSK, 
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PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 
AND AN IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN COAST GUARD 

Mr. Ramtuhvi m Mr. Eden. 


tNo* 105. Confidential) Addis Ababa; 

Sir. 25 th November* 1953. 

1 have the honour to inform you that 
recent editions of the Neurit Guzeta, the 
official gazette of the Imperial Government, 
contain m Order establishing a Ministry of 
National Defence and a proclamation 
establishing an Imperial Ethiopian Coast 
Guard. Copies ol the Order and the 
proclamation are enclosed! 1 ); that relating 
to the Ministry of National Defence is Order 
No. IF of 1953. contained in Regard Gazem 
13th year. No. 3 , that concerning the Coast 
Guard is proclamation No. 136 of 1953 , and 
appeared in Neqarit Gttiem, !3th year. 
No. 2, 

2. The Ministry of National Defence 
Order creates a Ministry of National 
Defence under a Minister who has not yet 
been nominated. Under him will be 
Departments of the Army, the Air Force 
and the Marine, under the direction of 
officials whose exact status is not specified. 
In a copy of an earlier draft of the Order 
which was obtained by my military attache 
these officials are described as Vice- 
Ministers; in the version of the Order which 
has become law they are not specified as 
such. 

The Coast Guard, according to the 
relevant proclamation, are to operate under 
the direction of the Ministry of Defence; in 
the earlier draft of the Order setting up the 
Ministry they were described as a further 
department of the Ministry under a Vice- 
Minister, but in the final versions of the 
Order and proclamation it is not stated 
whether they arc to serve under the director 
of the Marine Department or are to be 
treated separately. 

3* When the Ministry of Defence is 
brought into being a radical change in the 
organisation of the Imperial Defence Forces 
will have been effected, always assuming 
that the provisions of the Order will be 
followed- The Imperial Army, which has 
hitherto been administered by its own 
Ministry of War, will become a department 
of the new Ministry, together with the 
Imperial Air Force, which has up to now 
remained independent of the Minister of 
War directly under the Emperor's command. 


{Received December 2 1 

Marine affairs have hitherto been* in name, 
the responsibility of the Director of the 
Merchant Marine Department in the 
Ministry of Communications. 1 sav, in 
name, because it has been my own 
experience, and that of my staff, that 
Dejazmatch Zaude Gab re Selassie, who has 
held the appointment since its creation in 
June* has had little or no responsibility for 
marine affairs, and that the Minister of 
Finance has retained them within his own 
control. For example, during the recent 
discussions between the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment and a representative of Messrs. 
Alexander Gibb and Partners on the subject 
of the rehabilitation of the port of Assab, 
Zaude was not present at the meetings and 
even had to beg a Copy of his report direct 
from the consulting engineer himself in 
order to make sure of a chance to read it* 

4. The creation of a Coast Guard, which 
has hitherto not existed* calls for tittle 
comment on my part, but it is perhaps worth 
remarking, in passing, that the Coast Guard 
are to come under the Minister of Defence 
and not, as in the case of the customs 
officials and Finance Guards* under the 
Minister of Finance. 

5. The major omission from the responsi¬ 
bilities of the new Minister of Defence is 
the control of the imperial Guard, a force 
which will tio doubt remaiti entirely 
independent of the army and under the 
direct control of the Emperor through its 
Commands. Brigadier-General Mo luge ta 
Bulli, It seems most unlikely that the 
Emperor will ever see tit to reverse his 
previous policy of having two separate 
armed forces, instead of one, in order to 
prevent the control of the armed forces 
from falling entirely into the hands of one 
man, with the consequent danger of the 
usurpation of power by a military junta. 
The rivalry and jealousy between the Army 
and the Imperial Guard, which it behoves 
an Oriental ruler to encourage, will no 
doubt continue to exist. 

6. Article 3 ih\ of the Ministry of 
National Defence Order refers to ^co-opera¬ 
ting with international defence organisations* 
agencies and programmes/' This no doubt 
applies partly to the arrangements which 
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are being made under the recent Mutual 
Defence Assistance Agreement between 
Ethiopia and the United States* to which 
the Ambassador referred in his despatches 
No, 64 and No. 67. It also seems clear, 
however, that this Article provides for 
co-operation between she Imperial Govern¬ 
ment and an organisation such as the 
Middle East Defence Organisation* if such 
a one is set up. or membership of it. As 
your Department are aware. His Imperial 
Majesty has expressed his willingness to join 
a Middle East Defence Organisation* and as 
you yourself. Sir, know, (lie Emperor has 
demonstrated the importance which he 


attaches to the idea of collective security 
in deed-, ns well as words by sending a 
battalion of the Imperial Guard to sene 
with the United Nations forces in Korea. 

7. It is always rash to speculate on 
appointments in this country before they 
are made, hut the obvious favourite for the 
new post of Minister of Defence is Brigadier- 
General Abbiye* the present Minister of 
War, whose portfolio will now become 
redundant. He is. by local standards, 
intelligent and efficient, and Es probably the 
man most worthy of she job. 

I have* &c. 

C o. 1 RAMSDEN, 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA 

Mr, Busk to Mr. Eden, {Received March 13} 


tNa 27. Confident ini) Addis Ababa, 
Sir. March 5, 1953, 

I have the honour io transmit herewith 
a report on personalities in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, which has been completely re¬ 
drafted and corrected this year. 

I have, &c- 

D. L, BUSK, 


Enclosure 

Indix 

Ethiopia 

1; H I M ihe Emperor Haile Selassie I. GC.B.,, 
G -C M G . (i.l.V.O , LL.D. 

2. H.EH. Maridazniach Asfa Wassail Hade 

Selassie, G.CV.O,* G.U.E. 

3. H-l. IK Prince Makonnen Haile Selassie. 

4. H.I.H. Prince Sahle Selassie 

5. Res Abate Aratgal 

6. ALO Abcbe Reins. 

7. Brigadier-General Abiyye Ababa, 
s. Ras Adafrissu, 

9. Au> Akala Worq Habte Wold. 

UK Am AkIHou Habie Wold. 

It. Dcjaznmch Amahs Aberra Kansu. 

12. Dr, Am bay e Wolde Mariam. 

13. Dcja/mach Arrtda Mikael Habie Selassie. 

3 4 Alo Amdu Mikael Dessskg nv. 

15. iij Afitia Ahabu- 

16. Brigadier-General A-Tau Winkle thorp is. 

17. Dcja/mach Airaic (Madhiiti K.iv»a. 

IS, Biuvadcd Andargaetew (Amlargaii Massayi. 

19. BlaUa Ayclla Gahrc 

20. Abuna Basil ins. 

21. Blalla Dawil Ogbazgy, 

22- Bhtta Ephraim FcwokJeMedben. 

23. Am Emmanuel Abraham. 

24. Dejazmach Garasu t?uki. 

25. Ato Gashau / iTLik.t 

26. AlO Ge tali un TaSsama 

27. Dejazmadi Haik Selassie Gugsa. 

2* Ras Hailu BaUu. 

29. Tsahufi Tfczaz Wald a Rufe. 

30. Abba Hanna. 

31. Ato H arid is Alemayou. 

32 Ras Emm Haile Selassie. C.B.E 
33. Lit I mm Zdlcke. 

34 Li ji IndaUtnctiew Makonncn, 

35. Dejaijinadi K a bba da Tassama. 

36 II. H. Ras Kns>a (HailtiJ Dane, G.CV.G,. 

G.B.E- 

37 Fiuiurari Kile Dadt. 

38, Colonel Kifle Ergciu. 

39, Rlatta Kidan-e Mariam. 

40 , Bala m bar.is Mahtcme Selassie Walda Maskal, 
JI, Colonel Makonncn [Xfieke. 

42. Dcjazmach Mtrkonran Dcsta. 

43. Ato Makoimen Liable Wold. 
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44. Bis wad (Hi Makonneii Indalkaebaw, O.B.E- 

45, Depzjn^ch Mangsste Seyum. 

46, Pcjm/iriach Marfusha Wybie. 

47. Dcjazmacti Muslin Gemegh. 

4;:. DcjazmacEl Masfin Silashi, 

49. Ato Menassa Lemma, 

50. Alo Menbere Vayehirad. 

51. Ltj Mcnetik Vasil. 

52. Lij Mikael Inmi. 

53- Brigadier Mercd Manga sha. 

54, BlaUa, Vkfsie Hazcii Watda Kirkos. 

55. Brigadier-General Mtilugela Rulli.. 

5ft. Biiwodcd Nagfisli iKabba-da) Rawabih 

57. Colonel Negga Elude Selassie. 

58. Ato Sereque Bcrb.m Gabrc |. : g?.iabtef. 

59. H.H: Ras Sey urn Mangusha, K.fKE- 
fttl. Lieutenant-Colonel Silasht Da labiiche w 
ftt. AK> Tafjra Won] Kidane Wold. M.V.O 

62. Fitaurari Tafessa liable Mikael. 

63. Ato taktc Rom. 

64. Colonel Tamil at Yigezii 

65. lYcjsrmach Tayye Gululaie. 
ftft. AhunH Theophilon. 

67, fsalidfl Tbaz W jldj Giorgis Walda Yohannis. 

68. bl.sit.i Firlc Sbumie. 

6fl. Colonel Wa«n Hailu Kabteda. 

70, Colonel 3 akob Gabre Leul. 

71, Colonel Yusu Man^s.sha. 

72, LEj Yilnui Deressa, 

73, Mftjdr \ nhrinncs Abdu, 

74, Afa Scgti^i Zaude Ay-elk,. 

75, Blatiii ^aude Bekineb 

7ft. Ain Zauile Giibrc Hcywoi, 

77, IXifizmach Zaudc Gabrc Selassie. 

7fi, Mr. Albert Henry GarretMjn. 

79. Courn Ciirl Gusiliv won Rosen. 

80. Mr, John Hathaway Spencer. 

Erkm 

SI, Harigot Abbai, 

82. Eiedjach Has^an Alt 
H3. DrdjaziTLiich Ted la Bairn. 

84. Dejach Betnc Karachi. 

S5, Ato Fcssahaiiori ITaik- 
86. Sajdt Ahmed Kckia Paste. 

K7, Abuim Marcos. 

88. Shna Mcrtahcm Joseph 
S9. Sheikh Mohammed Nur Bev Hassan Nalb. 
D.BE. 

90. Sheikh Ah Radai. 

9|, Ibrahim Sullan. 

92. Dejcch Abralu Tcscmma, M.B.E. 

93. Ras Tesemma Asbcrom. O-B.E 

94. Wotdeab Wotdemariam. 

95. Dr. E- Dinnisio. 

96. Mgr. Mari rum 

Glossary 

Tirlcs i*f tnititary origin' 

Maridaumcb: Aneieni liile of the chiefs of 
Shid. now btirne by ihe Crown Princc. 

Ras: Marshal. While ii may siiU have this 
Cleaning in war time, j closer Uriiislj equiva¬ 
lent would be “Ditke' 11 or “ Marquis. 

n 


















Dejizmach: Again a military title (iL-ner.it. 

lit civil ]if^ possibly "Furl" 
t’Pliiurari r i. possibly I “ Baron," (Originally 

approximately a Licutenant-GcncraM 
Kertya^Trach.: inferior tn rank to Fitaurarn a 
title usually fctiven to sub-governors in the 
provinces, 

(M Rfligau* unit Legal titles : 

Abuna; Attbbkhop 
Ichcge; Chief Prior. 

Abba: Father. 

Ala Negus- Chief Justice. 

if‘I Citlfum Titles: 

Biiw.-Jed (lit. “ beloved ‘"i, roughly equivalent 
to Privy CouncsICur. 

I talia la 1 iizmc: Privy SiaL 
U): Honourable 
Kami bu t Mayor. 

Rlatta. Dr, 

Ikhmbjris: aid junior poficc title. nmv kven 
eo minor prnvinchi functionaries. 

Ato: Mr. 

Wotzero: Lady. 


I. iU.M, Ihi: Emperor ILdb SeLasiie f. GX.il., 
C C.M.U« G.C.V.O, LL.D, 

Born in I8 1 )L He is the son oi rhe idte K,*$ 
Mikomicn, [be enlightened Governor of liLr-ir. who 
was the grandson of Sable Selassie. King of Shoa. 
and thus a first cousin to tin; Emperor SlcnclSk. 
Ras Mlikennen exercised considerable influence for 
good over the latter. The Emperor's wife, Wpi/cro 
Maiten. j-, a grands-jgiaer of King M&ucl of Wolte, 
atiJ is thu-s the step-iL.-ce of the deposed Lij Yasu. 
After his fathers death in 1907 Ras Tafffiri (as he 
then jppniriied Governor of Stdamo. After 

the Emperor Mcnclik's drjtli lie wav given the 
governorship of Harar, which post be kept until 
1916. After t'ie deposition of Ltj Yavu in that year, 
he w.is elected as heir to (he throne and Recent 
’file choice is a little hard to understand, .since Ras 
Ka>sa and Dejazmaeft isu- arc descendants of King 
Saute Selassie in the senior line, but ii is thought 
thru the selection, in wheels Fituurari Elapia GkirgK. 
the Fate Minister of War. had the biggest say, was 
prompted by die de-are to tinJ someone immediately 
at hand who would be pleasing to the foreign icaa- 
lions and not too powerful a personality in the 
e a untry. and who could thus be kept under the 
control of the big chiefs. 

In -September dmensiOii between the 

Empress and the Regent became serious enough for 
it to Ik* I Fought at on? moment that hostilities "might 
br.tk oat between their respective parties, btii the 
tf ntKiemeni was both peaceful and >Lgmficam. On 
ur about -hth September the Em pro vs bestowed 
upon Ras TalTari the title of King (Negus) and he 
was crowned King art 7ih October. 

On the Empress, ZaudiuTs death at ihc beginning 
nf April IW, King lafl.iri was at once proclaimed 
Emperor and shortly afterwards assumed (he tide of 
Haile Selassie L 

After his appointment as Regent in 19)6 he 
identified himself with the cause of progress, but 
during the Empress's lifetime always found himself 
faced with powerful opposition from herself and her 
conservative adherents. Nevertheless, by gradually 
strengthening his position as opportunity occurred, 
he had already succeeded in making a beginning with 
reforms even before in the military Sphere, He wns 
handicapped, of course, by the emhargo placed upon 
the importation of antis by the British. French and 
Italian Government-. Nevertheless, he introduced 


a Belgian Military Mission (o start [he training of 
The Ethiopian army, created the elements of an air 
service, and took in hand the question of die 
eonmry's commuriieadans. 

In July 19.iI is? proclaimed a Constitution and in 
November 19,11 he inaugurated the irir-i session of 
Parliament, 

He directed his armies and took a person*! part 
in the war with Italy from October 19.15 until May 
h.A6. \t the li.-yaniing of May, however, foflowing 
on (he defeat of his forces on the northern front, 
he renounced the direction of all airs, and on 2nd 
May left Addis Ababa ior Jerusalem, where he was 
loven sanctuary From 5 hero he proceeded to 
Eiiyfund, where b arrived on 3rd June, He visited 
Geneva trie sum* month for (he Assembly of the 
League of NX ions, but afterwards remained, with 
ibe member-, of his family and certain faithful 
adherents, in the United Kingdom. 

On Italy 's declaration of war against Great Britain 
and France in June 3940 the Emperor travelled by 
air :a the Sedan, crowed [be border into Ethiopia 
ai Umm I din an 2 1st Januiiry, 1941. and re-entered 
Addis Ababa on 5th May. the anniversary of the 
entry of the Italians into ihe capital in 1936. 

Sine? 3its return his regime has incurred it certain 
unpopularity Surrounded by a clique of reaction * 
ary. ^df-s??kmg .md often corrupt Ministers 
lie and, more particularly, hiv family arc bv no 
means free from taint. ' In 1947 there was an 
unsuccessful plot 10 remove some of his more 
obnoxious Ministers, notably the Minister of the 
Pen. but the p!o( which wav discovered 111 July 
19?t was directed primarily against himself. While 
it is certain that the ^-.ijt pirgonv would not have 
been able 10 v?i up ju alternative regime enjoying 
oiy degree ut public support, the fact remains 'that 
the Emperor no longer enjoys ihc unquestioning 
devotion nf alt his subjects and that he cannot far 
ever shelter behind ihc screen of an unpopular 
Government- Except where his own political and 
commercial interests arc threatened, however, he 
still adequately fulfils the rd!e of a benevolent 
despot and appears to lie genuinely devoted it) die 
welfare mid progress nf hiv people. He has made 
great strides in the pm mot ion of education, so much 
so that he rs creating a force which sooner or later 
wifi be tn danger of undermining his regime: and he 
is sincerely a trefoils. to develop the economic 
resources of Ethiopia for the benefit of hit, people 
a-, well as, of himself. His character* in fact, h a 
strange mixture of good and bad qualities Devoutly 
religious, he can belike with rulhlessTiess on occa¬ 
sion. yet he has shown remarkable humanity in his 
treatment of thoisc who deserted to the enemy during 
the Italian Invasion atid w-hti. have plotted against him 
since: at flm-.-s tilisintrrestedly generous, he i\ often 
acquisitive io The point of rapacity: imitinctivcly 
liberal and progressive, he has surrounded himself 
with some of the most conservative and oppressive 
elements in his realm —and these, in time, may prove 
his undoing. 

The Emperor has M'vcral British decorations. He 
w;i> given the G.C.M.G. on his appointment as heir 
apparent in 3936. (he G C-B, and the degree of LL.D. 
during a visit paid to England in 3 924, and the chuin 
of (he Royal Victorian Order on the occasion of (he 
Duke of Gloucester's mission to Abyssinia in 
November 1930. 

-■ IIXJL Xliiridu/miH'h Asia Wjvsan finite S dft i d t, 
G.C.V.Om GJ£ 

Crown Prince of Ethiopia. The cldes-t son of th© 
Emperor horn m E9I6, at the time of the revolution 
which ended in the dethronement of Lij Ysstt. As 
a babv he wus kepi for six monthv j( ihc British 
Legation to prevent hLs falling into the hands of Lij 


Yusj. SpeaK> English and French, He svas given 
the G.CV.O. on the occasion of the Duke of 
Gloucester s mission to Ethiopia tn .November J93U. 

In February 1931 he was formally appointed heir 
apparent and given the ancient Shoan tit!? of 
Miridasmach. together with the Provinces of Shoa 
anti VVdb (with ibe exception of Ankoberl, lie took 
over charge of his province wian head quarters at 
Dessic in January 1923. 

In December 1931 he went on an ohictal visit to 
Egvpt. Franc?, Lngbnd, Italy anti Germany to 
return thanks lot the official missions sent by those 
coanirij- on ihc occasion uF Itis father's coronation. 
He absent for two and .1 halt months. On his 
return he tvas married to the widowed daughter of 
3iu% hevoum. who Itad (wo children by her marriage 
with 5he btc Dcjazimeh Gabre Selassie, She bore 
him one dsmghler. Th>y were later separated and 
:n 1945 his father reiuvEantlv agreed to ,1 divorce. 
A month Liter he married the eldest daughter of 
the bic Dejixuiach Ababa Diitiiaw, bi whom he 
had two daughters, one bom in 1949 and the other 
in I9=i.i. Phe Princess has an jttructiv. personality 
and -p:;A - excellent French and very fair English. 

During the IuloEthiopian War he was in Addis 
Ababa as representative of the Emperor while ihc 
latter was on the northern front, and in May 3 916 
accompanied the Emperor io England, where he 
continued his education. He joined the Emperor m 
Khartum and accompanied him over the border into 
Ethiopia in January 1941. Ho returned to Khartum 
and. afiet qualifying at ihc Ethiopian Officers' 
Training School, "he wa.-, commissioned in the 
Ethiopian army. Id April 1941 lie Ikw from Rofceires 
10 Debra Markov if rejoin the Emperor In Novem¬ 
ber 1941, as representative of the Emperor, he 
entered Gondur on its capture from the Italiatis. 

H; was llieu, while still remaining Ciovemor- 
Gcneral of Wollo, Lippsnmed Acting Governor- 
Gen?raE of Begemdir. relinquishing (he latter pint in 
Miiv (944 to Ras ImriE who became Governor- 
General with his scat at Giuidar. 

In 1947 the Emperor, prompted by doubts as to 
his altitude towards line conspirators of ih^i year, 
recalled him to Addh Ababa, itnd for some years 
thereafter he wav kept under discreet supervision, 
Reccnllv, however, he has been permitted to spend 
much more time in his province. Nevertheless hi* 
position has hecom: difficult inasmuch as he has 
bucome the natural though, po-isibly. unwilling rally¬ 
ing pointerdisconicnted vlemeniv: and this probably 
account- for the fact that he now takes us little 
part as he can in local polities. 

He is neither a strong character nor particularly 
clever, but he is smoafc-milided and has a reputa¬ 
tion for relative honesty. ARhough him self a pom 
admin 1st ml or, he would like to ■-jc the country 
efficiently administered and for lhai fHison would 
welcome an increase of British influence in 
Ethiopia. 

J, IIJJI. Prince Makeuea ffaile Sda dc, Duke m 

Hsnir 

&vrn in 1921, the second son of the Emperor. He 
accompanied (he Empress on her visit to Egypt and 
Palestine <n 1933 and on his return was made Duke 
of Hitter, During the I into* Ethiopian War he 
accompanied his father to ihc northern front and 
went with him when he left for England* Con¬ 
tinuing !ti> education in England fi? went to St. 
Christopher's, Rath, and Wellington College. In 
June |94ti he accompanied the Emperor to Khartum, 
He was commissioned in the Ethinpian army after 
qualifying as ,l cadet in the Ethiopian Oflicefs 
Training School at Sobii t’artif, Khanum. In 
Jumuarv 1941 crossed the border with ihe Emperor 
into Ethiopia He then, however, returned to 
Khartum to complete his military training. In 
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April 194J he travelled by air from Ro.seties to 
Debra Marko*. there rejoining ihe Emperor, and 
later relumed to ilarar as Govcmor-GcncFul of that 
province. In February he was married by his 
parents u> Woizero Sara Criiait, grand-daUghter of 
the late Deja^mach Ab?rra, one-time Governor of 
Raiya, of an old Tigram family. In August 1947 
j son was born, providing the Emperor with his 
first grandson in the ni.il? line,, and ,1 second van in 
January 1950. 

Despite his jge he still impresses as a friendly 
anti fairly intelligent schoolboy whose interests he 
rather in ihincs mech uueal anti commercial Lhan in 
lilt- administration of his province, which is largely 
carried out by the Vice-Goveroof. He is supposed 
in b: the favourite of his father and is devoted to 
his elder brother the Crown Prince Iq.v.j Of a weak 
and immaiurc character, he lends to lean on his 
friends of the moment, with uneven results. lii> 
eommereiul activities, frequently of 4 none tod 
regulable nature, anti more often than not aiding 
in failure, have- don? much 10 lower his prestige. 

The Princess now speaks some English but she 
is very shy and is socially very heavy in the hand, 

4, 11.LH. Prinre S«hk Solas ie 

Born in 1930, the iliirti son of tfie Emperor. 
Educate J siintevvhul hapha/.udly in England, he 
1 LEi( succeeded in getting into Cambridge I'niver- 
rity. '.’.iterij lie distinguished himself mainly by his 
extravagance. He returned, to Ethiopia m 1951 
but doe- not v?cm 10 have any serious work to do. 
Irresponsible, ill-mannered and unalliactivc both 
iri appearance and personality. Speak-, good English, 

5 , Kits A Irabu AragnJ 

Bi>m about 3905, son of Af.-megu; Arugai and 
grandson, on Iks mothers, vide, of Ras Gobana, one 
of MemrUL's generals Before the Italian occupation 
he was chief of the Addis Ababa police. He never 
submitted to the Italians and was (he chief patriot 
leader in Shoa He was made ~ Ras" by the 
people anti this title was confirmed bv the Emperor 
upon entry into Addis AJbaba. At that lime he 
was also mad? Governor of Addis Ababa. In 
Oe 5h?r 1941 he wjv appointed Governor nf Stdamo, 
and in F ebruary 1942 was [H.ute Minister of War. 

When rebellion broke out in Tivrai in the sutomn 
of MH3 he was in supreme comnmnti of the military 
operations which suppressed the revolt, with the 
huj-J of ihe British MiUtiiry Mission to Ethiopia as 
Fn- adviser. He showed himself to lv? a brave soldier 
and fine leader, but Licking any administrative 
qualities, in which he is not interested. Ihc 
campaign exposed great weakness in the udminKra- 
live side of the I mpoor's territorial army. 

After the suppression of the Tfgrai revolt he 
acted as Governor-General of the Province until ihe 
reappointment to that puss of Ras Seyiim in 

1947, when h? reassumeti hi- D^t as Minister of 
War. In the meantime he had aligned himself with 
ihc Opposition party hut. possibly out of a revulsion 
nf loyally to th? Emperor, luroed informer shortly 
after his return to Addis Ababa and threw in his lot 
with the Minister of the Pen. His reward for so 
doing was to be raised in precedence over all 01 her 
Mini vie l-s including the Prime Minister, In July 
1949 he exchari'.’MJ fiiv portfolio as Minister of War 
for that of Minister of (he Interior, previously held 
by ihc Minister of the Per In his new capacity 
he played an important port in the suppression of 
the revolt in Go j jam tn 1950. 

A dignified and impressive figure, never seen mil 
of uniform, his prestige is considerable, purlieutarly 
in the northern provinces. Hut his administrative 
ubdiiy is negligible. He has never set fool outside 
Ethiopia ond sneaks no language other than 
Amharie, 
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6. Ala Alwbe kcQs 

Born in 1908 and educated at due Swedish Mission 
School in Addis Ababa. Unci he wai sen; to Scot¬ 
land and studied at the Bible framing Institute in 
Glasgow. He speaks fluent English. In 193 2 he 
was ;t school-teacher at the Swedish Mission in 
Addis Ababa, in ihe joined the Emperor's 
household at Bath, and in November 194J was 
appointed counsellor aL the Ethiopian Legation in 
London. He relumed lo Ethiopia in June 1945 and 
in February 194* was appointed Vice-Minister of 
Health. Became more and more deeply invoked in 
the corrupiion of that Ministry, though the more 
charitable maintained that he was being hoodwinked 
by his Director-General. In the summer of 1948 he 
was appointed as Ethiopian Minister in London, and 
he proceeded to his post in October. Accredited as 
Minister to Norway in May 1949, In October 1949 
he presented his letters as Ethiopian Ambassador in 
London, He has little administrative capacity and 
owes hi> position und any other position he may' 
fill m the future lo his loyalty to the Emperor. He 
has 4 pleasant manner and is not markedly ami- 
foreign or anti-British. He is uji married. 


7. Brigadier- (it neraI AbJyye Ababa 

Born about 1918, the son of Likomaquas Ababa, 
who rendered great services lo the Emperor at the 
battle of Sagalc. fought against the deposed Lij Yasu 
and hiv father Negus Mikael Of Woflo. Likamaqunj. 
Ababa lost his life in the battle and Abiyyc has 
therefore always been n protege of the Emperor 
Hu was l rained at she Officers' Training School. 
HoLiim. lie accompanied the Emperor to England 
in 1956. He returned to the Sudan with the Crown 
Prince in October 1940, entered the O.T.S., Khartum, 
and entered Addis Ababa as A.D.C. to the Emperor, 
On 26th April, [942. he was married lo Princess 
Tsahai. youngest daughter of the Emperor, who died 
later in i942. Appointed Governor of the Province 
of Wallega. where his administration was popular 
and efficient Relinquished this appointment in 
September [945 and was attached to the Ministry 
of War, where he acted in easy-going fashion as 
Minister during the absence of ku* Ababa Aragai 
in Tigrti. Pro mole J brigadier-general to command 
the 1st Division in Addis Ababa in June 1946. In 
1946 married the European-educated daughter of 
the bit Dcjrtmich Nasibu, former Groernor- 
Gencraf of Harar and commander of (he southern 
armies against the Italians in 1955. In My 1949. 
cm the transfer of Rvs Ababa to ihs Ministry of 
the Interior, he wa> appointed Acting Minister of 
War and in [953 given the substantive rank of 
Minister A shy. quiet, easy-going man, devoted to 
the Emperor, Speaks good English and Trench. 
He has no retd experience for his rank or post and 
is riot particularly ml crested His appointment is 
largely political, being a protege of the Emperor, 
He is not above lining his pocket through army 
contracts. 


K, kits Adarricau 

Born about 188(1. ,i relative of the Emperor, At 
one lime Chief of ihe Imperial Guard and later 
Governor of Inamor and taaqor (KambiLi). Flc was 
always in personal attendance on the Emperor and 
mlc ai his side. He followed the Emperor to 
Palestine in 1936. In June 1940 he was summoned 
by the Emperor lo Khartum, crossed the border with 
him in January 1941 and iceocn ponied him so Addis 
Ababa. Tn May 1941 he was made Governor of 
Kambuta. and in April 1942 appointed Governor- 
General of the Province of Sid*mo and promoted (o 
the rank of " Ras,‘* 


He is intolerant of innovation, dislikes the presence 
of the Emperor !> forces in his province ami resents 
the visits on circuit of High Court judges. Is 
becoming senile and lias lapses of memory. 

9 . Vto A ka la Worq liable Wobl 

Born in I9Q& and educated m Ethiopia. Speaks 
French. He is a brother of A to Makotmen Mubic 
Wold* Minister of Finance, and of A to AkJiJem 
liable Wold, Minister for Foreign Affairs. In 
(942 he was appointed Director of the Municipality 
of Addis Ababa and in January 1943 became 
Director-General of the Ministry of the Pen. In 
June 1947 he was appointed Director-General of 
Education, and in July 1949 promoted to Vice- 
Minister of Education, the Emperor him ■self 
retaining the portfolio of Minister. He has neither 
the influence of his brother Mukourien nor the 
ability of his brother Akltlou, At one time he was 
somewhat anti-British, and the British Council 
found him unco-opera rive. Bui hs a result of a 
visit to Uganda in 1949 he has since adopted a 
more friendly attitude. 

10 , A to Ablilou liable Wold 

Born in 1908, IJruthcr of Makoiincn. Habie Wold 
and Akula Worq Ha Me Wold fq,i\). Educated 
at [he Meiiclik School irs Addis Ababa, and in 
France, where he had some legal training. Speaks 
excellent French and enough English for social 
purposes. Worked for some years at the legation in 
Paris, where he was chargtf d'affaires at the time or 
[he German occupation in 1940. Returned io Ethiopia 
in April 1942, Appointed Vice-Minister in ihc 
Ministry of the Ben. in November 1942, and was on 
almost every commission of enquiry instituted by the 
Ethiopian Government, which speaks well for his 
ability. Appointed Vice-Minister For Foreign Affairs 
in October 1943. Is intelligent, quick-wnted and 
more a man of the world than most of his colleagues. 
Is given greater responsibility by the Emperor than 
was, his predecessor at the Ministry, and he and 
Mr. Spencer have between them made Foreign 
Affairs the most competent of the Ministries at 
present 

-Since she end of the war he has "pent much of 
his time abroad- In 1945 he went lo San Francisco 
as a member of the Ethiopian I )e legal ion and has 
attended every session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. TJte fact that in December 
19513 [he laiter passed a rcsolutioii on Eritrea 
moderately favourable to Ethiopia is due in targe 
measure to his shrewdness arid tact. and it was 
doubtless in recognition of his services in the inter- 
national sphere that he was given (he substantive 
rank of Minister for Foreign .Affairs in July 1949. 
Although a supporter of the Minister of the Pen, he 
has steadfastly refused to become embroiled in 
domestic politics. He is one of the few Ministers 
who have any grasp of world affairs and with whom 
it is possible to conduct business on European 
lines. Unfortunately, his official duties and ill- 
health have in tin? past kept him away from the 
capita! for long periods and his subordinate officials 
do not -“hare his undoubted qualities. Unmarried, 

J 1 . Dejaamsich Amahji Alu-mt Kassa 

Born in 3926. iliu min of Dcjianach Abcrra 
Kassa, one of ihc three sons of Ras Kassa (^.iO 
murdered by the Italians in 1936. He is of doubly 
royal lineage, his maternal grandfather being Rias 
Seywn and is a potential claimant lo the 

Imperial Throne, 

Educated first in Palestine and inter. after a spclF 
a! the Haile Selassie Secondary School ai Addis 
Ababa, at Malvern College and Rrasenosc College. 
Oxford, where he graduated in 1951 He returned 


to Ethiopia btci' tlui year and in 3952 was given 
the rank of Dcjazmach, being appointed at the 
same Litlic an adviser in the Ministry of the Interior 
and Governor ot Sable, pari of Rus Kassa's 
hereditary do mains, 

A ptitfsunt and friendly young man, who will no 
doubt rise to great hriant* m the future, his 
administrative and other abilities have not yet 
been put to the test- Speaks good English and 
French arid gives promise of being a vatu able pro- 
British dement. 

12 , Dr, Ambiiyf Woldc Mariam 

An Eritrean, born about 19(J6. Educated in a 
Catholic Mission School iri Ft urea and later in 
France and Italy. Before the Italc-Ethiopian War 
was adviser at Harar and later worked tn the Special 
Tribunal at Avidia Ababa. VV-ts a refugee in Cairo 
and performed* under the control of General Head¬ 
quarters, Middle Easi, useful work in enlisting 
Ethiopian refugees for the war and in translating, 
lie was. sent to Hurar as icgul adviser to Prince 
Mafcoimcii in November I SKI. Later returned 10 
Addis Ababa, was appointed Under-Secrewr> of 
Stale lo tfie Ministry of Justice in June 1942 and 
later became Vice-Minister of Justice, a port which 
he nominally held untit [949. Was a member of 
the Ethiopian delegation [o tile San Francisco 
Conference ;in 1945. and acted av Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in 3 946. He is a modest, hard¬ 
working, conscientious man who dislikes responsi¬ 
bility. Since 1946 he has suffered from severe 
ill-health but he was brought back as Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1952-53. during the 
Minister's absence abroad. He failed conspicuously 
to distinguish himself in this position. 

13, iXja/much Amdu Mikael 11 able ScLvtie 

Bum about EH77. A former Minister of the 
Interior and also Minister of Agriculture, A great 
friend and adviser of the Emperor. In June 1930 
be was made a Dejazmiidi and after holding two 
minor appointments as Governor was transferred So 
1933 to Arussi. He is reactionary and artt-foreign 
in outlook. Commanded the army from Arussj on 
the southern front in the [talo-Ethiopian War and 
left Ethiopia with the Emperor. He returned to 
Khartum from Palestine in January 194] and 
accompanied the Emperor into Ethiopia. He was 
■first reappointed lo his oU post <ff Governor of 
AruiSsi, but in March 1942 was made Governor- 
General or that province. In Juh 1943 he became 
a member of the Crown Council, ai the same lime 
relinquishing his Governor-Generalship, 

14, Afo A Hide Mikael Dessnlcaw 

Bom jn 1912 and educated at the Mcndik School 
in Addis Ababa. He speaks llucm French and 
Italian and quite goad English. Before ific occupu- 
cion he wa.s a teacher in she Imperial household. 
[>uriny ihe occupation lie was employed by the 
Italians in their printing and propaganda section, 
and was ultimately given tile title of cavaHierc, n 
fact he Is still trying to live down. He continued in 
the same work after the librrafkm. and in inly 1943 
was made Censor of Public Entertainments, lo 
[945 he was pul m charge of the local newspapers 
fall published by the Press and Information Depart¬ 
ment), and he succeeded to Hie past of Dircctor- 
Gcneral when A to Sercqc Bcfhan was sent to 
Jeraualem in June 1947. Although since early in 
194S. he was under the unofficial control of'.Ato 
Makernen Habtc Wold (q.vX the innumerable 
responsibilities of ihc latter left him a relatively 
free hand m tlie &dminitration Lif hiv office. Tn 
March 1951 he wnv appointed Liaison Offici:r to I he 
British Admirislralkm in Atttura in succession to 


Colonel Negga (q.v). He was hdpful in thii post 
and was promment in the local sports association. 
Intelligent and agreeable company. His wife also 
spvak:, gjxtd French. After the transfer ol power 
in Eritrea fic reverted to the Foreign Office and has 
ts«n employed on delegations abroad. 

f5, Lij Arata Vlmba 

Born in (906 and educated in Ethiopia. A 
distant rc la live of the Emperor. Speaks 3 ngfish 
and French, in 1933 he accompanied the late 
[Jlattciigeta Hcrui (then Minister for Foreign 
A flairs c to Japan, In I93fi he left Ethiopia and 
went tn America. wJicre he remained up to the 
beginning of 1943, ^vhen he returned to his country 
and was appointed Governor of a small province to 
ihc north of Harare In June [945 he was appointed 
Director-General of ihc Customs and in 1946 was 
sent lo India as head of the Eriliopian commercial 
delegation, In June 1946 he was appointed Vice- 
Minister in the Prime Minister's Office and in June 
1947 Vice-Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Tele¬ 
phones. In July 1.949 he attained the substantive 
rank of Minister, and early in I95i) was appointed 
Minister of Public Works. Quid and unassuming, 
withom any outstanding qualifications, 

16 . H rigid Ft-G isfur-jt Adn Wokfe Gingfs 

Bora in 1903, educated at the McndJk .School, 
Addis Ababa, and at Si, Cyr, Speaks fair French 
.stid some English, Was an officer in the Emperor’* 
bodyguard. Joughi against the ItaJiam ir Bale 
under Dejaznufeeh Bayanc Mcrid and Has Desia, 
Took refuge in British Somaliland and was 
evacuated u> Kenya and re-entered Etltiopia from 
there in April 1941. Appointed Vice-Governor 
of Wollo under ihc Crown Prince. Early in 1943 
was sent as Governor to Boraun, which he 
administered until May 1946 with a cerutin dheiency 
but no great integrity. Oil Occasion could be 
anucuNe andi pJea-simt to British officials, but was 
frequently annoying to the Kenya administration 
and the British Consul ui Mega over frontier and 
tnhal questions. He suppressed the Guragi revolt 
in 1944, during which he is believed to have given 
order* for the killing in cold blood of some of the 
prisoners. In June F946 was promoted bri|:.idler- 
general and appointed to command the 2nd Division, 
with headquarters 91 Dessie, In April 1947 lie 
acted as president of Hie Ethiopian delegation 
appointed to discuss modifications of the Kenya- 
Ethiopian t»urtdan,-. In .April [94S, wltcn the 
3rd ETivision was formed, with headquarters ut 
Harare he was [ranh-ferred there as its commander, 
uid was ■ m’ ttfficio Governor of ihc Ogadcu under the 
Duke of Harare He was iransferred back it> Dessae 
as Commander of the 2nd Division and then made 
Governor of Gatnu-Gofu province. 

His career in the army has heen a rapid one. In 
February 1941 he was ;i pin loon commander in (he 
2nd Irregular liatulioti under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Curie fnow His Majesty's 
Consul i. who got rid of him for iiueompctcnee. Efe 
is a heavy drinker and becomes, somewhat offensive 
in his LUpv. He is inclined to be anti-British and 
was consLvicntiy obstructive towards the British 
Military Mission, One of the cruder Ethiopian 
persona iities. 

17. DejstcEitttch Avratc (Mad hint Kifcssa 

_ Bora I q l9, Ecurtli and only aerviving son of Ras 
Ku-^a f'/.v.), Before the Itafb-Ethiopian War was 
educated at an Engtish mission sc3iool. Later 
accompanied his father and the Emperor to England, 
where he continued Itis education. En Koveriiber 
1^40 he rejoined the Emperor in Khartum and w-as 
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ccramiHsimicd In the Ethiopian army after qualifying 
as a cadet in the Ethiopian OlBc^rs’ Training School. 

After the Emperor's return he was mnde Governor 
of Satiric Province, In October 1942 he was 
appointed Governor of Gomfor a l td given the title of 
Dejazniauh. A year later he received ihc governor¬ 
ship of Bcgemctir. In February 1944 he married a 
grand-daughter of the Empress Three months Liter 
was appointed Governor-General of Wollega, and 
in June 1946 w.is transferred to be Governor-General 
of Aripssi Province. In both posts he showed him- 
■elf n Le^fi and efficient administrator. In 1952 
transferred to Goudar us Governor-General of 
Begcmiijr Province. 

JS. Bit\s Med AndJirg^chaw (Andargni) Mhcsayi 

Bom about 1902. Was sent to France by the 
Emperor for education and later became first secre¬ 
tary’ at the Ethiopian Legation to Paris. Upon his 
rcturni to Ethiopia he was made Ethiopian Consul 
at Jibuti, in winch capacity he muained until 193ft, 
In July 1940 foe reached Khartum from Cairo and 
was appointed by the Emperor as liaison officer at 
rite Ethiopian refugee training camp in Khartum. 
In ihis he was unsuotjessful and was transferred to 
ihc Emperors personal staff. He accompanied the 
Emperor on his journey through Gojjam. When 
Prince Makonnen flew to Harar lo undertake his 
duties there as Governor. Lit Andargai accompanied 
him and was appointed Vice-Governor. Early in 
[‘■>42 he was nominated ** Afa Muslin 1.Mouth of 
the Princt), 

His relations with the British authorities io Harar. 
though unfriendly at first, later improved. Hr was 
dismissed from Fuv post in September 1942 ai the 
instance of his persona] enemy Woldt Ginrgis itf.v.) 
for alleged corruption, In July 1943 he was 
appointed Minister of Justice, and in September 
1944 married Princess Teuinya Worq, the Emperor's 
eldest daughter and widow of Ris De&ta Dam taw, 
exacting thereby a sweet revenge on Wolde Giorgis. 
who had been a nva! and confident Huitor. In 
January 1946 was appointed Governor-General of 
Bcccmdir Province and given (he title of Bit waded 

He was appointed the Emperor's Representative in 
Eritres upon (he handover from Rriu.fr Administra¬ 
tion on September 15th, 1952. Hl* docs not appear 
to be sufficiently experienced For this post, which 
had undoubtedly gone in his fiend: be has become 
very regiil and" inaccessible. He spends a large 
. mm ir of time inspecting schools and similar 
institutions and does not appear so pay over much 
attention to hi^ more arduous duties. 

He is greatly interested in the commerc'd enter¬ 
prises in Firitrea, in which matters he is said to be 
acting on behalf of the Emperor as well as himself, 
lie likes to be treated with considerable deference 
but has quite ii pleasant personality and professes 
great friendship for Great Britain. He speaks French 
but very little English. 

19. Bbiltu v lLi Gabre 

Born 1895. Was educated in the French Mission 
at Harnr and speak 1 . French well. After having been 
successively director nf the Dire Dawa customs and 
acting director of the Add if Ababa customs during 
ihc absence in Europe of Am Gubnilgztabher 
Fnnyoi- in M>2S. he was unpointed in March 1929 
v> be director of the MumdpnlUy or Addis. Ababa. 
In 19J2 he was mud; cliieF judge of the Special 
Court at Addis Ababa. 

Bin Eta \ydia is a pleasant and not unintelligent 
m,«n and i-. friendly to Europeans, He speaks 
excellent Arabic and was at one time sctu on a 
mii;i»fl to the Imam Yahus of die Yemen. He 
submiticd io the Italians immediately after the 
occupation nf Addis. A babe and was put in charge of 
the native courts. On KXh May, 1941 he was 


appointed by the Emperor Minister oE Justice. In 
July 6942 was appointed Ethiopian Minister to the 
Court of St, James and in March 1946 Vice- 
Governor-General of H-trjr Province. He has shown 
himself co-operative with Her Majesty's Consul and 
with ihc Government of British Somaliland. 

20. A buna Basil lo* 

Born about I88S. Before being made fehege in 
February IMS A Elba Gabnt Gkffgis was for two 
years head of the Ethiopian Monasters in Palestine. 
Ha accompanied the Emperor on his departure from 
Ethiopia in 193b and remained with him for some 
time in England, later returning to Palestine, In 
June 1940 he joined the Emperor in ihc Sudan and 
accompanied him through out the journey from 
Khartum to Addis Ababa. In [he absence of a 
constitutionally appointed archbishop, lehegu Gabra, 
Giorgis was for more than a year after the 
Emperors return acting head of the Ethiopian 
Church, In the summer of 1948 agreement was 
reached between (he Ethiopian Church and the 
Patriarchate of Alexandria over their outstanding 
differences., and the tchcgc was: one of the four 
Ethiopian ecclesiastics who in iuK went to Egypt 
and were consecrated bishops. He was appointed to 
the See of Stioa and took the name of A buna 
BaSiJios. fn January (951 he was consecrated 
Archbishop of Ethiopia in succession to Abuna 
Ourrillos who died in (he autumn of 1950- thus 
becoming the first Ethiopian Primate of the 
Ethiopian Church, 

2L Rimm Duwit Ogbftzgy 

Born in [907, Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School. Asmara, Talari Makonnen School, Addk 
Ababa and the American University, Beirut, Speaks. 
English, French. Italian and Arabic. 

Ufjoit his return from Beirut in I MO he was made 
Admimstr.nor of (he Tafari Makoimen -School, 
During cite ftalo-Hthsopian war he became Secretary 
to the Emperor and accompanied him to the 
Northern Front. After the departure of the 
Emperor, lie was imprisoned by the Italians but 
later released and given work at ihc Commissariato 
until ihc British occupation. Appointed Director to 
the Governor of Addis Ababa in Mav 1941. hi 
Jniic 1945 lie was appointed to be Director of the 
11ii.rur Province-. In June 1946 he was appointed ' ' 
he Governor of Adwa district and wav made PhilLa 
In June 1947 he resigned. 

He was made fx member of fisc 1 thiopian Dclega- 
licin to 1' N.O. in September 1949, Tn September 
[950 he was appointed Ethiopian Minister to Brazil. 
Hu relumed to Ethiopb in June 195^ in July 1952 
lie was appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 

22. Rlatru Ephraim TewnMe-SJadhtt 

An Eritrean, bom about 1902, Educated at the 
Swedish Musiun Seh<' I, Asmara, and the American 
University of Beirut. Speaks English, French, 
Italian and Arabic. Wav a school-teacher in Actum, 
Administrator of the Safari Makonncn School From 
its foundaiion. Appointed to be Ethiopian Consul 
in Paris, 1928. Later sent lo London, w here he w*s 
charge d'affaires For several years. Ethiopian dele¬ 
gate to lire League of Nations several lime-, Wa-. 
m England during ihc lido-Ethiopian War and 
remained (here after the [t-ih-m occupation of 
Ethiopia, and when (he Emperor went to London 
Ato Ephraim was with the Empcw for a Unit-. 
Later he went to France and was there when the 
Germans, look Paris. Managed to gel away and 
returned to Ethiopia in September 1942* his first 
visit since ]92J>, Appointed to he Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs with the title of Blatta in November 
1942. 


In October 194.1 appointed Ethiopian Minister at 
Washington, and in September 1945 was transferred 
io London. He wa* replaced b\ A to Ababa Rena 
in 1948. and joined the Ethiopian delegation to the 
United Nations General Assembly held in Pans in 
the autumn of thal year, and in the spring and 
autumn of $49 in New York. In My 1949 be was 
given the portfolio nf Minister of Agriculture. 

In both his ministerial appointments he has shown 
himself io be obstinate, conceited and incompetent, 
but socially foe is affable and a good conversatioriaiist 

23. A to Emmanuel Abniluim 

Born in 1933 at Lekcmli of Galls parents, 
educated at the Tafari Makonnen School, Addis 
Ababa. Speaks fluent English and fair French. 
Headmaster of a large Govern mem school at Astoa 
Tafari, directed by Dr Martin. In 1935 he accom¬ 
panied Dr. Marlin to London and worked as private 
.secretary in the legation. Returned to Ethiopia in 
August 1943 and was appointed Director-General of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in November and 
then in May 1944 transferred to the Ministry of 
Education, where he became Director-General and 
acting head. Member of ihc Ethiopian delegation 
to San Francisco in 1945, 

In June 1947 he was removed from the Ministry 
of Education forge h because, as an evangelical 
Protestant, his educational policy wlis regarded with 
disfavour hi Ihc Coptic Church. He was unem¬ 
ployed until Match 1949 whip he was appointed 
Minister la India. In Mat 1952 he was appoint, i 
ambassador at Runic. 

Quiet and unambitious, he has a pleasant per¬ 
sonality and avoids political intrigue. 

24. Dew much Gurusti DuJri 

Born about 1892 of Galta parents. Before the 
Italian occupation he held an obscure cost io the 
Crown Prince's household. From IMS until, the 
arrival of British troops in the Jim run area in 1940 
he led a series of a (lacks against the Italians in 
south-western Ethiopia and was the acknowledged 
leader of a large band of patriots. He was given bis 
present title in reward for his sen ices and in 1944 
was nude Goveruor-Genurel of Gamu-Gofa 
Province, and in 3 952 was transferred n Uluhabor. 
He L believed to uave been instrumental in dis¬ 
covering the plot against the Emperor's life which 
came to light in July 1951, but his revelations were 
possibly dictated less by loyalty to his sovereign than 
by his desire io eliminate a rival opposition pari). 
He has been absent from his province for nearly a 
year and is at present involved in a number of law¬ 
suits witti Government, departments which have 
questioned his use of public fund.-,. 

A man of virtually no education but iff consider¬ 
able charm, he is a brilliant leader of men but a 
poor, though energetic, .'tdmtniAraior, Mis pro¬ 
vinces contain some of the most unruly tribes, in 
Ethiopia and file failure of his administration to 
control them has for long caused grave concern to 
She Kenya authorities. Be speaks no European 
language 

25. Aid Gash an Zalfoka 

Boro 1910. Educated at the fufari Mukonneti 
School, Addis Ababa, and subsequently ai the 
Mission t.aique Francaise at Beimi and finally in 
Paris. Ht returned to Ethiopia in 1935 but left^for 
Jibouti tmnicdlately prior to ihe Italian invasion 
He returned to Ethiopia in August 1941 and worked 
fur a time as interpreter with the Free French forces. 
In 1942 he became Direefor-Gcrieral of ihc Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry and in 1943 wa.s trans¬ 
ferred to ihe Ministry of Education, again in the 
capacity of Director-General In 1944 he became 
Director-Generul of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


In 1946 lie wi® *ent to Cairo as First Secretary of lhe 
Ethiopian Legation, a position which he hdd for two 
yearly, and for a considerable period was in charge of 
she Mission. From 1948 u> 1950 he was in charge 
of the Ethiopian Legation at Stockholm and in 
September 1950 was appointed Ethiopian Minister at 
Venezuela. 

26, Vto Gcfidum Tasuma 

Born in 1910. Educated at the Munciik School 
and at the American University at Beirut. Served 
in the police fur nearly one year before the Italian 
invasion after which he escaped to Khartoum, He 
ren,"d under Brigadier Sandford and re-entered 
Ethiopia in 1940 through Gojfam. In (941 he became 
Dirceior-GciteFfd of the Ministry of the Pen and in 
1942 was transferred to the Ministry of the Irsicnor 
where he was appointed Direct ur-Gcne mi of 
Administrative Services. In October 1943 lie was 
appointed First Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation 
in Washington. He returned to Ethiopia, in Jaitua,ry 
1949 and in July (949 became the VJce-Mnu&tqr of 
Commerce and Industry, in which capacity he has 
since shown his hostility to the American-controlled 
Imperial Highways authority by encouraging labour 
agitation in its camps. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he speaks 
ffucnl English* French, Jutlian and Arabic. He is 
capable, by Ethiopiau standard honest and an 
adherent of the young progressive group headed by 
Lii ViLm a Deressa t^.v.) his immediate superior. 
He was at one lime married to a daughter of Dr, 
Manta, the Former Minister for Korctgn Affairs, w-bo 
■died, and hat since married again. 

27, Dejazemch Haile Setasfe Gu”sa 

B^’rn in J9B7. Son of Rat Gugsa Amin and great- 
grandson of the Emperor Johannes. Married in" 193 i 
the Emperor^ second daughter, Princess Zeneba 
'Vorq. who died seven months after her marriage. 
Made? Governor of Macallc after his father's death 
in 1932. Deserted to the Italians in 1935^ hoEtcd 
the Italian flag over Macalle and provided the enemy 
with military secrets. Rewarded by the Italians 
with the rank of Ras and Governorship of Tigrai, 
Continued tn colfaboraic with them during their 
occupation of Eihiopia. 

Cfa ihc arrival of British (nxjps in Tigrai in 1941, 
lie sought the safety iff British protection and was 
entrusted with the administration of Eastern Tigrai, 
hut failed to be of any assistance and was suspended 
from his, fuitcdons. In May |94i he sent a congratu¬ 
latory telegram lo the Emperor on ihe occasion of 
hiv restoration and the liberation of Ethiopia, The 
Emperor ihert cotr^urecd hh desire to the British 
authorities that Dcjazmnch Haile Selassie should be 
sent to Addis Ababa to Maud trial. Bill it was 
decided by His Matty's Govern mem that, in view 
iff ios unwillingness to return lo Addis Ababa and 
certain minor political considerations at the time, he 
should not return but instead should be sum with a 
few personal retainer* li> the Scvehdlcs. there to 
reruain incomitmoatfa until the end of the war. 
Towards ihc end of 1945 the Emperor again pressed 
strongly for bis return to Eihiopia for irial, and 
His Majesty's Government agreed after some dis- 
mission u> hand him over in due course. 

He and his family were delivered to the Ethiopian 
Government m -September 1946. After a trial before 
ten Ethiopian and two European judges, which was 
cncrally considered to have been fair* and in which 
e was given every opportunity to defend himself, 
he was condemned to death. He appealed lo the 
Emperor for clemency; and although, so far as is 
known, the Emperor lias not pronounced a decision* 
the sentence has still not been carried :>ut and he 
remains in ensteHlj as Gore. 














Kus llaihi fiakiu 

Born about 1887. the grandson of King Takta 
Hiiimanot of Goj jam and nephew of Ras Haiiu Takla 
Hannanot He s* a hereditary- chief of the Amhara 
Saint district cast or the Blue Nile. Until the 
time of I he Emperor's r eturn from c*iie Lij Ifoilu 
gained no prominence, living quietly on his estates, 
He never submitted to the Italians, and was for 
some lime living m a cave in die iriabse Valley- 
When contacted by the secret mission under 
Rngadicr Sand ford he agreed to co-operate and 
Stacked the Italians at Mota and Kero, driving back 
Ras HuitlJ Tukta HatmaCKH to Debra Markus, and 
in March 1942 lie was appointed Governor-Genera! 
of the Province of Got jam and raided to (he rank of 
+> Ra>.“ Retired in 1946 and lived quietly in Addis 
Ababa, sometimes performing the duties of □ Crown 
Councillor. Reappointed as Govcrnur-Gencral of 
Gojjam in January 1951. 

A feudal chieftain, owing his position ro the 
prestige of his descent. 

£9. Ts.ihnti TiizAK Haile Wald a Rafe 

In 19|ft was chief private secretary to the present 
Emperor. Appointed Minister of Posts. Telegraphs 
and Telephones in July 1930, Appointed Minister 
of Commerce in September 1931 arid Minister of 
Finance in January 1933. Appointed Tsahafi Tiiz&z 
(Privv SealJ in May 1934. In June 1936 he left 
Ethiopia with (he Emperor and settled in Palestine, 
returning from there to Khartum in September 1941), 
In November be was sent into Ethiopia as the 
Emperor's representative with 101 Mission. Northern 
Section, in the Northern Provinces, and cooperated 
with members of the British secret mission. He 
rem aned in the north until ihe fall of Gotidar, when 
he returned to Addis Ababa. in July 1942 he was 
appointed Governor of Debra Birhsn and district. 

In October 1943 he was made Counsellor Of the 
Crown, He is a staunch member of the Ethiopian 
Church and, in consequence, reactionary and anti- 
foreign. 

30, Abba Manna 

Bom in 1895, A priest of quiet bearing and ascetic 
app::inr\r who hr- long been the trusted confidant 
of the Emperor Was often in the Harur Province 
with the supposed mission of watching over the 
imprisoned Lij Yasu (until the Jailer died at the cud 
of 1935), He readied Kliartum with (he Crown 
Prince in October 1940* accompanied the Emperor 
through Gojjam and is now with him in Addis, 
Ababa. 

He exercises considerably more influence than 
is apparent and is considered by some to he ihe 
eminence erne of l he Palace. 

31, Vto 1 lurid is. AJrmfiyOD 

Bom nt 19It). Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School, Addis Ababa, and Talari Mukonnen School. 
Addis Ababa. Speaks English. Italian and some 
French. 

Was a school-leachcr at the Swedish Mission 
School, Addk Ababa, in 1932. Later he was sent 
to Dcbfn Markov and worked in the Treasury when 
Rns imeru was, Governor of Gojjam. fn the Itakv 
Fthjopian War he followed Rjs Intern’s, forces to 
the Northern Front In December 1936 be was 
captured hy the Italians and was sent to Italy with 
Ras Imeru. where he was imprisoned up to 1943. 
In 1943 the British Army fount! him in Calabria. 
Italy, with other Ethiopian prisoners, and he was 
then released ruiJ sent to Addis Abnba On in-, 
return to Ethiopia he was employed at the Pres* 
and Propaganda Office. In October 1944 he was^ 
transferred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, In 
April | L M5 appointed to be Ethiopian Consul in 


Jerusalem, Ert May 1947 he Was sent to America 
to be Secretary of l be Ethiopian Legation in Wash¬ 
ington., He returned to Ethiopia in September 1950 
and was made Director-Genera I of Press and 
Information at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 
July 1952 he was appointed Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affaire. 

32. Hois lmrn Hulk- Sdavrie* C.B.E. 

Born about 1894. Son of Dcjannach Haile Selassie 
and cousin of the Emperor, of whom he is a faithful 
supporter. As Deputy Governor ni tlarar Province, 
he proved a popular and efficient administrator and 
a sincere collaborator with the authorities in British 
Somali land. In October 1929 he was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Wollo with full powers to deal 
with the slave traffic passing through that province 
en route to tltc coast. In January 1931 the heir 
apparent. Prince Asfa Wosscn. was marie overlord 
of (he Province of Wolto, but Dcjaamach Imru was 
left as Governor under the young prince and made 
the chief officer in the latter's household In the 
summer of 1932 he made a trip to Europe, and on 
his return took over the Province of Cojjam, of which 
Ras I Mu had been dispossessed. At the same time 
he Was made a Ras. 

Commanded the western flank of the Ethiopian 
armies in Shire Retreated with Dejazmach Aydteu 
after the battle of Sdatfaca in early March’ and 
reached Debra Mark os* capital of his Province of 
Gojjam. ai the end of April, Early in May moved 
towards Addis Ababa to help in its defence, hut 
turned west when he heard of the Italian occupation. 
Reached Gore in June and assisted in work of Pro 
visional Government of the west there. Is said 
to have been made Minister of War by the esiled 
Emperor. At one lime thought of" retiring to 
Uganda* but eventually decided to light Sur¬ 
rendered in KaiTa in December. Was brought to 
Addis Ababa early in January and was sent to Italy. 

lie returned to Ethiopia in October 1943 after 
being rescued by the Allies in their invasion of 
southern Italy. In May 1944 he was appointed 
Governor-General of Tiegcmdir, and in January 1946 
was made Ethiopian Minister in Washington. He 
became Ambassador in August 1949, 

Ras Imru is a quiet, courteous and kindly man. 
a model L>f domestic virtue and perhaps the nearest 
approach to an honest Ethiopian that the country 
possesses. He would welcome co-operation with the 
British, but the present regime is unlikely to favour 
him or allow him practical expression of hi 1 * political 
ideas bv perm dime his ret urn from Washington. ] le 
himself is probably not Very keen to return, as he 
(Iis!Ikes many of the persons now in power. 

33, Lij Irani ZdWre 

Born in 1922 and educated in France and 
Switzerland. During the Italian occupation he was 
imprisoned with his mother for two years. Oil Iris 
release he worked for some time at (he Italian 
Political Office. In 1941 he was given a job in the 
Ministry of Finance and in 1943 became secretary 
to the Duke of Uarar. He served in the Ministry of 
Public Health from 1943 to 1945, when he joined 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and went to London 
as secretary to the Ethiopian Delegation to the 
United Nations. In 1946 lie was secretary to the 
Ethiopian Delegation at the Peace Conference in 
Pans. After a spell as Ethiopian Charge 4 d’Affaire* 
in Stockholm in 5 947, he again served as secretary 
to the Ethiopian Delegation to the General Assembly 
1948. 1949 and 1950, On his return to Ethiopia 
at the end of the latter year he became Chief of 
Protocol, an appointment which he disliked and 
which he relinquished in June 1952 to become head 
of the European Department. During (he winter 
1952 53 he was again Head of Protocol, 


He speaks excellent English and French and is 
probably the most cosmopolitan and socially gifted 
of all the younger Ethiopian officials- Possessed 
of more than average intelligent* he is fortunate in 
having married in 1950 (he younger daughter of ihe 
late Dcjaiimach Nasibu, one of the few Ethiopian 
women with whom social intercourse is at all 
possible, 

34. Lij litdaliuOchew Makonara 

Rom n: 1927* the son Bidwiidcd Mjgkennca 
Indalkachew, the Prime Minister (g.v.), by a former 
marriage. Educated ILrst at a Seventh Pay Adventist 
Mission school near Addis Ababa, in 1944 he was 
sent to England where he had a private tutor and 
later went to school. After a spell at University 
College* Escler, he went to Oriel College. Oxford, 
where he graduated in 195!. Oh his return to 
Ethiopia he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affaire 
and in 1952 was rn.iJe Chief of Protocol and head 
of the Middle East Department 

Quite intelligent and at liret sight friendly. Speaks 
good English and French. Appears to have rather 
an Uncontrollable temper* which ha* produced serious 
incidents with Heads of Missions, who rightly com¬ 
plain of his unhelpfulness and rudeness. 

35. Doju/niurli Kabbada fassaumi 

Barn about 1903 and brought up in (he palace, 
he was at one time Court Chamberlain and later 
Ethiopian Consul in Jerusalem. After the Italo- 
Elhioniati War he followed the 1 mperor into evtle 
In July 1940 he (ravelled to Khartum from Palestine 
and joined the secret mission under Brigadier 
Sundford, acting as representative of the Emperor. 
He is said to have been an indefatigable worker 
and a very loyal servant of the Emperor. He accom¬ 
panied the Emperor to Addis Ababa and was 
appointed Governor of tlie Province of Waliagj In 
April 1942 he was made Governor of Addis A bn ha, 
in which post he showed himself reasonably efficient 
and keen on much-needed reforms. In June 1946 
wes appointed Governor-General of Gojjuni Province 
and was made Dejazmach. Since January 1951 he 
has been President of the Chamber of Deputies* 

36. II.!I. R:i* ... Barge, G.C-V.O* G.il.E, 

Born about ISM* Ras Kas.vt is the great-grandson 
of King Sable Selas*ie and the grandson of Ras 
Darge. who wjjs imprisoned by King Eheodore. and 
released by Lord Napier at’ Magdala, He was 
Governor of the Provinces of Saialie. linrana, Gondar 
and Begcmdir. and spent most of his lime at his 
provincial capital Fichc. tiicn two days' joumey 
from Addb Ababa, He held Lif Yasu in custody 
at E ; iehe unEil he escaped in May 1932. 

A tier the defeat and death of Ras Gugsu Woffic 
in Munch 1930 Ras Kassu was given the lailcr’s 
dominions., i.c., the Provinces of Gondar and 
Btnentdir* 

Me represented Ethiopia at the comnatioit of 
King George V. when he was made G.C.V.O . and 
his admiration for England and the English is 
genuine. 

On the occasion Of King TnHan's 1928 coronation 
Ras K*£$fl received the title of H Highness," a title 
10 which he c;in property lay claim in virtue of his 
Royal descent. 

Commartdtf-in-ehicf of (he Ethiopian armies in 
the north under the Emperor, Retrcntad with Ri^ 
Scyuni after second biittlc of Tcmbten at the end 
of February and joined the Emperor at Qorain on 
19th March. Took part in Baltic of Mai Chio 31st 
March. Accompanied the Emperor to Addis Ababa 
and (hence to England. He remained with the 
Emperor throughout his erite in England and later 
loined him in Khartum from Palestine in January 
1941 and accompanied him acroy* the border into 
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Ethiopia, through Gojjam, as far as Fiche, and 
commanded the Patriot forces at the ihree-day 
Baltic of Ajcbar (June 1941k 

Three of his sons were murdered by (he Italians. 
His only surviving son, Dcjozmoch Asniic (Mailhio) 
Kas-su \q.vX is Governor-General oF the .Arussi 
Province. 

He has considerable charm of manner, is devout 
and religious, and anxious lo promote the spiritual 
■.velfdre of lii'n fellow--countrymen. At the same lime 
he has a reputation, lor meanuc:.-.. He is now living 
■quietly in Addis Ababa and is die senior member of 
the Crown Council. 

37. Htuiirtiri Kifle Iteutt 

Born in 1907 and educated at the Tafari 
Makonncn School at Addis Ababa. Speaks French 
and some English. He began Ins caree>- as Director 
of Customs at A-,ba Tafari under Dr. Mirthu 
Shortly after the Italian invasion he escaped to 
Kenya where he taught in the refugee camp In 
1941 he joined the Emperor in Gojjani and on hi* 
return to Addis Ababa was appointed Governor of 
ihe Gterchcr Province, Early in 1942 be became 
Direclor-General of Ihe Ministry of the Interior 
and st the end of the year wa> made Director of 
the Tigrai under Ra- S^iniit. After serving in (wo 
Luinor governorship.’, he became Director the 
Woliu Province in 1946 He remained in tins post 
until l^SfX when he appointed Vice-President 
of the Senate, In (951 lie was made Vice-Minister 
of ihe Interior in charge of administrative mutters. 

He is an efficient adm truss rater and honest by 
Ethiopian standurds. He has. a pleasant manner 
but is very hardworking and dive* not mix much 
socially. 

38. Colonel Klfle Ergptu 

Born in 1909, Educated in Addis Ababa and at 
St Cyi Speaks French and Italian In 1933 
returned from France and was made cokmel in tim 
Imperial Guard. Fought on the northern front 
against the Italians, and, on the Italian occupation 
of the capital, obtained sanctuary in the Japanese 
Lcptlcm, where he stayed for live years., At the 
end of 1941 seni lo Jimma as head of the police and 
in July 1942 became Director-Gcncral of Public 
Security, From August 1 LJ 43 held I he appointment 
of General Secretary to the Ministry of War* but 
reverted to Director-General of Pubfie Security in 
January 1944. In 3 946 was appointed Ethiopian 
Commi^ioncr on FranooElhiopan Boundary Com- 
misskm. He wax a member of I he Ethiopian dele- 
gBtipn which in April 1947 discussed modificatJoiis 
of the Kenya-Ethiopian boundary with Kenya 
othonk and was the principal working member of 
the Ethiopian, team in the negotiations of July 194S 
for the hand-over of the Ogadeo. In July 1949 he 
was appointed Viee-Minilier cd the Interior, Is a 
devoted adherent (be Minister of the Pen. 

He is the tme Ethiopian Minister who can >peak 
with any authority on frontier and allied questions. 
Both we and (he French have usually found him a 
tough negotiator, but he proved a friend in many 
mailers to Her Majesty's Embassy and onec his 
confidence ts pamed ranch can be expected of him. 

39 . Blatia Kidunv Mariuni 

riivin in Adowa in 1^)5 and educated at the 
Swedish Mission m Asmara. A secretary in the 
Mtoisiry of Foreign Affairs from 1927 io 1929. 
Sent as Acting Ethiopian Gonsul to Asmara in 1930. 
Director-Genera I in the Ministry of Education from 
1932 to 1936 During the occupation be was im¬ 
prisoned in Italy and only released in 1939, He 
retumed io Ethiopia and joined Ras Scyum's forces 
in the Tigrsi. After the liberation he occupied no 
official pwition unlit 1946: his close relations, with 
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Ras Seytun made him for some time suspect in (he 
eye* of the authorities. He occupied himself with 
commerce* ind notably with the Imperial Motor 
Transport Company (in which the Emperor is under- 
stood, to have some in l crest I- In June 194?) rte wj\ 
appointed controller-general of the Franco-Ethiopian 
Railway, In September 1^444 he was made Acting 
Vice-Minister of Public Health. hut refused to accept 
substantive appointment, having urn many other irons 
in the lire. and resigned in July 1949. 

An educated and intelligent man, but with a 
reputation for dishonesty in commercial mottos. 

4U. Rabinibaniv Miihtuim: .SHavwt VS aJda Mudral 

Born in 1902, Educated at the MccwJik School 
and bier in France. Appointed Governor of Am bo 
in 1930 and subsequently PrnateSccrctariy to the 
C own Prince, which post he resumed, in 1941 aftci 
having been imprisoned in Italy until 1940, when he 
was sent buck to Addis Ababa. In S946 he became 
Director-General of the Ministry of Agriculture, and 
in 1949 Vice-Minister of Agriculture, 

He ts die only s-inior -.'lEicial of the Ministry who 
has any practical experience ul farming but. 
although he is welJ-njcaning and fairly Intelligent* 
Jus administrative ability n poor and the Ministry 
of Agriculture ■£ still probably the most m efficient 
of all Ethiopian Government departments. Speaks 
French and Italian, 

41. Liiutvicml-Cukinci \bkom j ii OtnAt 

Born in Nil. Educated at the Taffari Makennen 
School arid received military training in Belgium 
Speaks French, Italian and fair English. He fought 
against the Italia ns, bill remained in Addis Ababa 
during the occupation and wis employed al police 
headquarters In 1 l >4l he joined ihe Imperial 
Guard, and became second in command, In June 
1945 he was made Deputy Commissioner of Police 
and showed considerable courage in leading his men 
against armed bunds in L'U - city. In December 1947 
he was appointed aide-de-camp to the Emperor, A 
large, friendly and cheerful man. who plays polo on 
a mount hkc i c.irt-horse One of the Minister of 
the Pen% followers* he is able to assist Ato Taffari 
Worq in “protecting” the Emperor from " un¬ 
desirable ” influences. Responsible for personal 
safety of Emperor- Never wi thout a loaded revolver 
when With Hss Imperial Majesty. He has been 
known to use it. 

42. Dcjaxonacfa Mak rumen Destl 

Bom tn 1910. He was educated Host at the 
Tafari Maiomien School. Addis Ababa, then sent to 
the American University at Beirut. Finally sent 
by (he Emperor (o study medicine at Harvard, 
After some four years in America he joined an 
anthropological mission from Harvard without his 
Government's permission and came to Ethiopia. 
The mission cooed in failure and he never returned 
to America. After the Italian occupationn tie sought 
asylum with Rus Haihi, one of whose countrymen 
he is, but later escaped front Ethiopia, travelling 
through Go j jam to the Sudan. He proceeded to 
Cairo ami was for some time :t teacher of 
mathematics a; the English Mission College, 
Koubbeh, He returned (hrouch the Sudan to 
Ethiopia in 194E. and upon arrival in Addis Abib» 
was made Minister of Education. 

He failed to make -i success of hi* appointment* 
having no eoneention of the ftn^ncial or other 
requirements of anv educational scheme and paying 
no heed to his British adviser In May 1944 was 
appointed Minister of Foals. Telegraphs ami Tele¬ 
phones, i pfiflticallv lew responsible position, which 
he filled with imiifTenefit efficiency and doubtful 
integrity until June 1^46, when he was relesaint to 


the povi of President of the Chamber of Deputies. 
In July 1949 was appointed Governor-General of 
Wollcga Province with the rank of Deja/.mach, 

In l y 5l he Was again made Minister of Posts, 
Telegraphs and telephones and m this capacity 
was die leading Ethiopian representative in the 
negotiation of the Telecom initiations Charter with 
representatives of rite International Bank, which 
had earlier granted a loan of U.S.S-2 million to 
rehabilitate the country ‘s telecommunications. hi 
the*? neg&iiatcons he •.huwed himself immoderately 
tenacious and stubborn. 

Well-read and sociably affable* hut a weak 
character, conceited .‘ind lazy, although anxious to 
seem a success Drinks to excess and on such 
occasions is intolerable, 

4 A A to Makoiuicn Habit? Wutd 

Bom 1900, tlrmhcr of AkliUm arid Aka La 
Worq. After being a secretary in the custom- 
hou.se al Addis Mobil, he was made first secretary 
of the Ministry of the Interior. Later he was for 
over three years Director of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. In June J930 he was appointed 
Director of the Ministry of Finance. Transferred as 
Director to the Ministry of Commerce in .September 
1931. and made at the same lime n Director of the 
State Bank. He was hard-working, although then, 
as now, his Ministry was boLh corrupt anil inefficient. 

Accompanied the Emperor to Jibuti after the 
Italian occupation, where he remained for some 
time, later going to France and staying at the 
Ethiopian Consulate there. When the German* 
occupied Paris, Makonncfl escaped and travelling 
vis Portugal reached Ethiopia in March 1942. Soon 
after ins arrival he was appointed Miniver of 
Agriculture, And in July 1943 he was made Minister 
of Agriculture. Commerce and Industry. Early its 
1948, when the Department of Press and Information 
ceased to be a section of ihc Ministry of the Pen 
and was raised to the status of a Ministry. Makonncn 
Hii bee Wold was made Minister, al the same time 
retaining rile portfolios tif Agriculture and of 
Commerce and Industry, He was. in addition, 
responsible for Islamic affairs and in charge of the 
department dealing with religious affairs. He is a 
pralifgif Of the Emperor and has spent most of hi* 
life in the Palace. His grotesque facia! appearance 
is m keeping with the popular belief (ha! he ts a 
sorcerer versed in the Black An. Shrewd but 
ignorant and intolerant of advice. Has managed by 
innumerable- large- ;md small-scale “rackets" to 
line the pocket* of his Imperial patrons while re 
serving a generous commission and assuring a secure 
position for himself. In July 1949 be resigned from 
the Ministries of Commerce and Industry and of 
Agriculture m his appointment as Minister of 
Finance. 

Personally mean ,tnd universally unpopular. His 
ignorance of finance prevents him playing much 
part in framing the Ethiopian Government's 
financial and economic policies. He interferes much 
with the expenditure of other Denrirtmenix and was 
at loggerhead* with ihe former American governor 
of The State Bank. Mr, Bennett, His xenonhobia 
renders difficult all co-orvratfon with occidentals, 

Is at I he moment sedulous] v enyaeed in e* ton din.;/ 
hi* influence fn the Slate Bank of Ethiopia ihe 
influence of which on the country^ economic life has 
been a source or great irritation (o hint. 

44, ’Biiwittftd Makonnm Indnlkaefuiw, O.ILE. 

Born 1E92, A tall, handsome man. he is related 
to the late Ras T.iomrrt, eturn!hr and tutor of 
f ir Yam and i~ married to the Princes* Yash&she- 
wor.f* niece of (he Emperor. He lias been 
■successively Minister of Commerce, the first 


Ethiopian Minister to the Court of St. James, 
Governor of Addis Ababa. Minister of the Interior, 
and m l;9?4 Governor of Gore. Speaks reasonable 
French. 

In 1924 he wa:-, a member of Fa'* Tafari's suite on 
the latter s visit to London, and was at tbit time 
awarded the O H E. 

During the I la lo* Ethiopian War he commanded 
the Gore armies on the Ogaden Front under 
Uejazmach Nasi bn. and (hen accompanied the 
Emperor into exile. He lived with his wife at 
Jericho unlit September |94t), when he returned 
to the Sudan and travelled with the Emperor 
through Goijam to Addis Ababa. 1 th Mas 194! he 
was appointed Minister of die Interior. 

(n January 1:943 became President of the Council 
■j| Ministers and was given the title of Bit waded, 
in August 1943 was appointed Prime Minister, Was 
chief Ethiopian delegate for negotiating the Anglo* 
Ethiopian agreement oF 1944* but was confined to 
playing a largely ceremonial part, and in April 1945 
headed the Ethiopian delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference. 

Since his marriage lie has been closely connected 
with the Palace. "He is not am administrator or 
statesman, and opinion is divided jo to hi* intelli¬ 
gence, but he has pleasant manners* is courteous and 
friendly. 

His wife, who speaks French, is one of the more 
agreeable members of ihe Imperial family- their 
son has just relumed from Oxford and serves in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affair*. 

45. Dvjsumadi .Mangusha tieyum 

Born in 1927, the only surviving son of K.a„ Seyum 
He accornponieit his father to Italy in 1937 
and returned with him in 1939 in Addis Ababa 
where he was educated in the Italian school for the 
sons of chiefs. In 1943 he was Governor of Makalk 
atsd, alter the figral revolt, was ordered to go to 
Addis Ababa where lie was kept under house arrest. 
In. February 1945 he was released and in December 
was sent to Beirut to continue his education. He 
returned to Ethiopia in August I9JS, and in January 
1949 married Princess Aida* grand-daughter of the 
F.TUpcror. In July 1949 he w ;i- appointed Governor 
of Am bo and in 1952 Governor-General of Arussi. 

A pleasant young man. but rather a play-boy. 
Speaks good English and Kalian, 

4Ci, Eyc-jasmut'll MauguMu Wulik 

Born about 1894. The wn of Stic late Dcjasrmdi 
Wubie, one of Ms net AT Generals. Educated locally. 
He was the first Ethiopian Minister so Rome. Ik- mg 
appointed there in 1930, Returned to Ethiopia in 
1933 and was appointed Governor of Sou thorn 
Wallaga. holding that post until tin? Italian invasion. 
Imprisoned by the Italians in 1937, and subsequently 
taken to Italy where he remained until June 1944, 
In July of ituit year he ret aimed to Addis Ababa, and 

year later was appointed to a post iu the Prime 
Minister's Office. In Ma> I94ti he became President 
of the Senate. 

An affable* attractive personality, Rather a 
dandy and apt lo run into debt He speaks some 
French and Italian, 

47, Dejn/rtuivh Mcsfin Gemccli (Afa Ntgn) 

Bom in 1895 and educated locally Before- the 
Halo-Ethiopian war whs for many years judge of 
die (Tiniinal Court, of which he taler became Presi¬ 
dent. A very stout-hearted soldier who served with 
Brigadier Sand ford in 1941 In 1942 tie was madt: 
Vice-Governor of Gondar and in June 1944 became 
Vice-President of ihe Supreme IniperiaE Court. In 
194/, he became President of the High Court in 
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Gundar, and in January 1949 was made President 
u; the Supreme Imperial Court \Ata ,V< or 
■■ Mouth of the King,"). 

4K. Dvju/uiach Masfin Sibttht 

Born about PKJ2 imd bftnight up with his brother, 
Dvia/JUach Bezzabih Silashi, in the D.untaw house¬ 
hold- He is said to he a half-brother of the tale Ras 
Dcsia Damlaw and svf the late Dejazmadi Ababa 
Damiaw He was a ficuicnanKolond in the 
Imperial Bodyguard, before [he Itala-Lthiopiac Aur 
and never submitted to the Italians. He continued 
resistance to ahem at Jirst in Shao and Salalc, later 
joining Dejiizmach Maagasha in ihc Gojjjun. 
He accompanied the Emperor through Gojjam and 
was then sent to fight the luiiuns remaining in ihe 
western pruvinces. Alter the capture of Gore he was 
sent there as Emperor' representative and taler 
confirmed us Governor of tiiat province. For one 
moil ill in 1942 iic acted as " Guardian oi Addis 
Ababa aficr the arrest of Blatia l akh ala, the 
Governor, In July 3942 he w f as appointed Governor- 
General of the Province of Illubabor, and in May 
1946 was made Governor-General ol the important 
Province of Jimma, 

He is aclivc, shrewd, prompt ut dedsions and hot- 
tempered. Perhaps the most corrupt of all pro* 
vindal fiktternors-Cicncfal. he is loyal to _ the 
Emperor, who has persistenliy protected him front 
the consequences of his venality and maladmini¬ 
stration. Complains* became so vocal In 3951 that 
he was summoned to ihc capital to defend himself 
and this proved a protracted process. 1 Infortunaiety 
be succeeded in clearing himself and hu> now 
returned to his post. 

49* Ato Menasui Lemma 

Born [910 and educated in Cairo. Speaks good 
English, French and Arabic. He returned to 
Ethiopia in 1935 to fight the Italian?., bui went 
back to Cairo during the occupation In 194(1 ho 
was assistant to Blaunngeta Lorenzo Taem? in the 
Emperor's Secretarial ut Khartum, Afler ihe 
liberation he was secretary to the Duke of Harare 
He left for (‘asro in September 1942 for family 
reasons, and on his return in November was made 
Director-General in the Ministry of Finance. A 
member Of the Ethiopiim delegation to the San 
FrtncisCO Conference in 1945. He has frequently 
assumed charge ^ ihe Ministry during the absences 
of Lij Yihna Dcressa and in July 1949 was appointed 
Vice-Minuter of Finance During [951 and 1952 
he played an active part in the discussions preceding 
federation with Eriirea. An able, and hard-working 
official, whose efficiency is seriously impaired by the 
excessive amount of work he has to do and by 
divcrecnec of views with his Min liter Makonncm 
Habte Wold with whom he is on uneasy terms 
Appears to lack an> mjrked ambition. 

50, Ain Mcnbcre Vayehinld 

Bom in 1909 and educated at the Tafari 
Makoanen School at Addis Ababa Speaks good 
French He fought agsinsl the ttalrms on the 
northern front in m$ and 1936. and followed (he 
Emperor to Polcstine where he spent the Italian 
occupation. He rejoined the Emperor in Gojjam 
in 1941 and took part in the liberation of Condare 
In 1942 be was made Director of Arussi Province. 
In 1944 he became Director-General of the Ministry 
of Justice. In 3 945 he was appointed Ethiopian 
Consul ai Jibuti, where he remained till 1947 when 
he became Vice-President of ihe High Court He 
resigned in 1949 and in \ 9?0 he was sent to Mexico 
as the first Ethiopian Minister. He returned to 
Ethiopia a year later and in January 1952 was 
appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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A good humoured, portly individual, he a*, socially 
affable and seems fairly intelligent, As, however, 
hi? n?v?r due* an’, work he is a men- encumbrance 
at the Ministry. 

51. Lij IVfcnelik Ysmi 

Bom about 1915* the son of the former Emperor, 
L:f Yasu, b\ a sister of the Sultan of Aussa, m the 
Dan nit i] country. Mend lit b the only son of Lij 
Yasu ntcnjnised by the Ethiopian Government He 
was kept for many years by the French at T&jura 
and Obock in French Somaliland and Ik entirely 
uneducated He returned to Ethiopia via Afflab 
in October 1941 m i was sent down to Addis Ababa 
from Dca&ic by the Crown Prince, The Emperor 
lakes great interest m him a Fid he is often to be 
seen at the Palace, where he lives quietly under 
supervision. Colourless and without ambition. 

52, Lij MikuvJ htirn 

Bom 1927. Son of Rais Imru fic/.v,). Educated 
in Palestine and liter, after a spell at the Haile 
Selassie Secondary School it .Addis Ababa, at 
Malvern Colle>|e and Exeter College. Oxford. In 
1950 he was appointed to the Ethiopian Embassy 
in London. He relumed to Ethiopia in 1952 and 
is ru»w attached to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, He is looked on as one of the more 
promising Younger Ethiopians, Speak-* English 
dud French. 

53. Bri^a ! vr Meral 

Born in 1932 and educated at the T aiTan 
Makontien School in Addis Ababa* Speaks EnjdF-h 
and French. Before the Italian occupation he was 
trained as a wireless operator. He rough! against 
the lull a ns and related with Blatta T.ak.de Woldc 
Hawariat and Dcjazmach Medio Silaslsie into the 
Sudan in I9?£t. Ho mined Brigadier Sandford’s 
Mission I0J as a wireless- operator. In May 1941 
he was appointed Governor of Dire Dawa, Iii April 
1442 he was toad? aide-de-camp to (he Emperor 
and was eventually released from this arduous task 
i ei December J947.. Lit March 1948 he wa*. given 
command of the 2rti Division, in Dfesic, and pro- 
moled lo brigadier-general i having previously held 
the rank of major h He was relieved of his post 
owing to itl-heftlh and is non unemployed 
Reserved, hut ple:tsanl. Keeps aloof from politics: 
l* a friend of the Duke of Harar, Reappointed 
G O.C, 2nd Doi m- i 1952 and iy at Dcsxie, 

54, Blabs M<’f .;e Hawn Wajda Khfcoi 

Born in 1397 Before ihe Italian occupation he 
uu* headmaster of the Jigjicga schooL and in 193? 
was appointed secretary on the Ethiopian Section or 
the British Somaliland Ethiopia Boundary Commis¬ 
sion. He was wanted by the Italians and remained 
in hiding during I he Italian occupation. For many 
y^. r* has been a member of the Ethiopian Church 
Council, he took p.in in the dLscvssiori.s in Cairo on 
th? relations between the Ethiopian Church and the 
PairiirehaiL' of Alexandria. In February 1944 after 
acting us Director of Press and Propaganda, be was 
appointed Director-General of Uic Historical and 
Government Chronicles Publication Department in 
Llie Ministry of the Pen. El? served an the French 
SomalL&nd Ethiopia Boundary Commission and took 
part in the discussions at Addis Abuba in 1947 
between representatives of Ethiopia and the Sudan 
on frontier questions. In July 1949 he became Vice- 
Minister rtf Justice. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he has no 
very jireat influence in affairs but is prepared to use 
such influence as he has to promote good relations 
with Britain. He speaks some English, Kk two 
sons are at present being educated, one tn Canada 
ami one in the United Kingdom 


55, Brigadicr^iirtial Mulugeta Built 

Born in 1917 A Shoan G.iM:s of humble pareniagj?. 
Educated at the Taffuri Makonnen School in Addis 
Ababa. When ill? itaEians invaded the country he 
was at the Holcim Military Academy under the 
Swedish Major Tamm fsce Personalities Repot i for 
1946, No. 51), and went to the front with, the other 
Hdctia cadets. He was a refugee in Hie Sudan for 
five years and returned to Ethiopia through Gojjam 
with the Emperor in 1941 In May 1941 he was 
made Officer Commanding the Imperial Guard with 
lire rank or colonel. In May 1946 he commanded 
the contingent which took pan in the Victory March 
in London, mid subsequently visited Sweden. Pro¬ 
moted trt rank of brigadkr-geuernl in July 1949, 
Speaks French and a little English, In 1940 was a 
suitor for the hand of Amarech Nasibu. who was* 
however, married in April 1940 to Brigadier-General 
Abiyyr Abcba This increased th? rift already 
existing between the two uicit as commanders of 
the Imperial Guard and the Imperial Army respec¬ 
tively. He married another lady early in 3 950, 
His house is a meeting--place for u number of the 
younger Ethiopians, Of an independent nature, he 
has no love for the ruling clique. Although pleasant 
enough in conversation, he'has the reputation of 
being xenophobic and, in particular, anti-British. 
He is an sbl? administrator. As a result of the 
success of the battalion in Korea and the discovery, 
in which the Imperial Guard shared, of the plot 
against the Emperor in 1951* his influence hss 
increased and he has also become less xenophobic 

56, Bifwmled Nagasb (Kubbadaj Baczabfii 

Born about Ihfft ftc great-grand son of King 
lakb H&imanot of Gojjam, His father* Fhaurari 
Kabbada, was a minor chief of Gojjam and his 
mother was [lie daughter of Rav Qarauifrih, son of 
King Takla Haimanct, Educated ut the Swedish 
Mission School, Addin Ababa. He fought under Rav 
itnrti in she Italo-Elhropian War and was left as 
Acting Governor in the Ras's absence. He never 
submitted to the Italians but. with Dejuzmadl 
Mang&sha, took an active part in the Gojjairl 
Rebellion in 1937 JS. At the beginning of lire war 
in June 3 94ft Nagash* us Dejaymadi Nagash. was 
contacted by (h? British from the Sudan, received 
arms and ammunition from them, and generally 
co operated with them in attacking Italian "columns 
in the neighbourhood of Burse, At the fall of Rune 
in 1941 he was put in charge of the town. After 
the Fmpcrnr’s departure for Addis Ababa some 
trouble was caused between Mangnxhu and Nagash 
over their several spheres rtf influence, but. in March 
[942, N’agash was appointed President of the Senate 
with the title of 11 Hitwadcd.” In July 1943 
appointed Governor-General of Armwi, and In May 
1946 made Vice-Minister in the Legal Executive 
Bureau of the Prime Minister’s office. He has for 
some time been known so h? opposed to dm ruling 
clique, and in Juty 1951 he was arrested, with u 
number of others, on a charge of treason. A special 
cairn subsequently condemned him to death by 
banging, but lb? sentence has not yet been carried 
out. 

57, Colonel NtR&* Halle Selassie 

Born in 1912 of humble parentage, Educated at 
she Tafari Makonncn school and at" Holattn military 
training college. Was a refugee in the Sudan 
throughout she Italian, occupation. In October 1941 
he was appointed Secretary-General of the Ministry 
of War, and two yearn liter was promoted lo be 
Director of Security with the rank of colonel 
Resigned this post in I9J4. In March 1946 wai 
appointed Ethiopian Liaison Officer to the British 
Military Administration in Eritrea lo took after 
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Ethiopian interests there Was Iran ft erred as Gov¬ 
ernor o! Bale* with rank of brigadier-general in 
January 1951 tn June 1952 he was appointed 
Governor of the Ogaden, 

Speaks French and Arabic. Having a very 
hmnc.S outlook he got on badly with the British 
Adminift ration in Eritrea, where he undoubtedly 
encoamged subversive elenvents with the misguided 
inlemism of furthering Ethiopian Interests. 

58. A to Soreque Barium Gabre EjptiabhiT 

Borjt jii 1912 and educated at the "AJIiiiiiC? 
Fran^kisc School in Addis Ahotbs, 1 11? Greek 
Arebbr-hop ol Ax am then sent him to Greet? to 
pay for hi^ education there, lit is a fluent linguist 
and speaks excellent Greek. French, Italian and 
English. He returned from Greece in September 
1941 and Joined up with (he Emperor in Khartum. 
After bolding one or two minor positions he w:is, in 
July 3945, nude Director-Genera! of Press uiuJ 
Propag ratia and m May 1947 was appoipied oontul- 
g?ncr;il at Jerusalem. In January 1949 he was 
transferred to Beirut, and m lebruury was also 
appointed constlLgcneral at DauuscuE. In lurte 
1950 h? was appoint-.J Minister to Iran 

Impulsive and tinbilanc?d and prone to embroil 
himself in local politics. 

5M. ILH. Ras Seyitn: Alnagushit* Oil 

I- (be natural grandson of the Emperor John IV 
and son of Rns Mangasha of Figriai. Owing to his 
having liken sides with Lij Yasu in I9|6 h? w-as for 
Si -1 n ? (tme kept u t Addis Ababa us :t prisoner on 
parple. He married Lij Yaiu's sisier and is fa(I ict- 
in-Eaw of the Ij(c Dejaxmach G u bra Sillasic. i arly 
in |92ti he was compelled bj the Government to 
marry the wiG of Ra- Kabbada Mangasha, after that 
Judy had been forcibly taken away from her husband, 
who hail fallen out of favour Rus Sc yum 
accompanied Ris Tafari to Envland in 1924* when 
be was made a K.B.E., -md at (lie beginning of |92fl 
h? wj^i; allowed to return lo tlic north, where he was 
given back most of his country fTtgrai) plus & part of 
that of th? late Dcjazmauh Gabra Sillafte. who had 
in the meantime been disgraced. Ha w&s kept in 
Addis Ababa from the coronation of the Emperor in 
19,50 unlit the autumn of f932* xvhcti h? was allowed 
to return lo his province. 

Commanded under Ru.. in the Tcmbien and 

was defeated with him in the second haUlc of 
Tcrjbs?n 27th-23lli February, !9?6. Retreated and 
jrt’ncJ the Emperor at Ouoram. To€ik p;m irt battle 
of Mai Chau* 51 ft March. After (h? battle lie 
remained in his lands near Samrc, in Salcu. 
Surrendered lo the Enti-m there in July 3936, 
having com? to Lite end of !iis resources. 

He was taken to 3tab and paraded round the 
country for propaganda purposes. In 1939 he 
relumed to Ethiopia and was used us a puppet 
Governor ami lhen when war broke out between 
Britain and Italy he was promised ihc title of 
" Prino: of Shoa and King of Tigrai ,h and sent up 
to Advra to make patriotic speeches for th? Italians. 
In 1941 he submitted it 1 she Hrstis-h General Ofllcer 
Commanding in Eritfcu and mad? bis peace whth 
the Emperor. Ras Seyuni. with his “ Patriots 
ccoperalcd w r ith General Platt's forces in the 
capture of Am ha AJagt in M,; !94l. and in Novem¬ 
ber of thai year was ippoirted Govemor-Crencra] 
nf Tigruj under the new Administration From 
5942 lo 1947 he was kepi in Addis Ababa, but in 
June 3 947 was reappointed Governor-Gcnerart of 
Ticrai and returned to his province early the 
following year. Since then he has been seen little 
in the Capital- 

On account Of his lineage his relations with th? 
Emn.Tor have often been strained, particularly 
during (he Tigrat Revolt of 1942 The Emperor for 

46016 


his pari has tried to ccmdit relations between the 
Shoun jnd Tigrcan branches of Lhc Imperial line 
by two dynastic marriages. The iirst was in 1952 
widen she Crown Prince was married to Wcnyero 
WaL-ua Israel, but this nvamage was later dissolved. 
The Second was in 1949 when his granddaughter 
Prrstcess Aida, daughter of ihc late Ra* DesU and of 
Princess Tcnagnc Worq* was married to Mangasha, 
Ras Scyum's only surviving son 

6tt. Lit'UJe LUiitj-L'n! oji l 1 1 Sifiiftli Dll4ti;ldKH 

Born in 1912 and educated at the McneJik School 
at Addis Ababa. Sprak- English. I reneb and 
Italian. Sri 1942 Si? joined tiie Ethiopian Police 
with the rank of captain. In 1944 he was promoted 
to major and made hiraJ of the Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Department, a pos-i which he held very unfy 
urstis J949. when he became Director-General of 
Public Security. At lhc end of 1951* however, he 
was relieved of EhiN appointment .ind made Public 
Prosecutor, prcsumabl?' because of (he fuiEure rft 
ms department irt discover the pin againsl the 
Emperors life which cam? to light through anoiher 
agency in July of Thai year. 

"His cunning" and ruthless nature is belied by his 
bluff, a finest Fatstafftan appearance. In our deal* 
iiyjs with him w? hive found him well disposed arid 
helpful. 

6 L Vto Tsfaru Worq Kidane Wold, M.VX>* 

Born I9ikj and educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in .Addis Ahabj, he was for some fifteen 
scars imerpreicr to llie British Legation* Go the 
departure of the British Minister Sir Sidney 
liar ton, as th? time of ih? t Lallan occupation, 
Tafara, Worq wus arrested and condemned to death. 
At th? last moment, however, h; Wu* reprieved a fid 
scut lo Italy. Later, after a parsenal appeal by- 
Mr. Anthony Eden to Mussolini* he was released and 
sent to England. In October 1940 he travelled lo 
Khartum to join the Emperor, accompanied him in 
nLs journey ihrougn Goijam, and upon 31 is Majesty’s 
arrival in Addis Ababa was appointed private secre¬ 
tary. Went twice to London in 1946 with Am 
Akilkm ns I he Emperor's emissary in cumievion with 
Efiiiopian claims at the forthcoming. Italian Pace 
Cuufcrem'C. 

ShJfiv in appearance and ih>i a very attractive 
character He is inclined to he aggressive in address. 
However, a firm refusal to accept such an approach 
works wonders, More than ten years in hh key 
position have given him rather an exaggerated idea 
otf his own importance and he a is aches, great 
importance to the title of*’ Excellency ” which he has 
personally all ache d to ht> post. There is little dpobt 
that he i-s entirely devoltd to the Emperor and it is 
not certain how much he really influences him He 
has been described as the perfect private secretary 
whi" merely mirrors the wishes of his employer. It 
has been vuggessed ihai he shields his Impcrril 
Master from ~ underirabk " influences whether dies? 
come front progressive eLL-ments amongsi his own 
people or from foreign diplomatic re p-roseni.'i lives. 
The Eruperor has, however, so many inform-m^ that 
this docs not iwent very probable. 

Ati exceedingly hard worker and about the only 
competent interpreter in English und Amliaric, 

By no means an easy person with whom to deal, 
but provided a certain amount of ftaticty is used 
and he is convinced that one is shaking honestly* 
he van usual!} be relied on to help in th? Ion? run. 

62. Fifnurflri TufesMl Hahtv Mikael 

Born iu 1900. educated locally, Was Governor of 
Jigiiga 1926-29 and Minister of Rublic Works 
l, and ^ftcr lhc Italian invasion became 
a refugee In Palestine and later France. Returned 
to Ethiopia in February 1945 and was appointed 
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Minister of Communications and Fublk Works, In 
July 194m he was appointed Minister of Justice, 
where he constantly obstructed the efforts of the 
British President of the High Court, 

in 3 946 wjs. chief member of the Government 
delegation sent to Cairo In discuss the future 
relationship of the Ethiopian Church with the Coptic 
Patriarchate, and appears to have been charged with 
other political discussions with the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment also. In August l*#47 he was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister in Cairo and proceeded to hik 
post in February I94S. to May 3 949 he was also 
accredited as minister to Saudi Arabia, and in 195(1 
was raised to the rank of ambassador in Cairo, In 
July 195! he was suspected of complicity in the 
plot to assassinate the Emperor, hi.* son-ia-taw, 
Bit waded Nagish. being the chief conspirator. He 
w .is recalled short I;. afterwards but appears to have 
weathered the storm, .is he was later in the year 
appointed ambassador in Paris. He proceeded to 
his new post early in 1952, 

4.1. A to fakir Mona 

Bom in 190S. Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School and the Mcndjk School in Addis Ababa, and 
at Victoria College, Alexandria. Speaks English and 
Arable. He was first employed in the Bank of 
Ethiopia, in Addis Ababa, and subsequently in 
GonJjr. During the occupation he Worked in a bank 
in the Sudan. On the liberation he was made 
secretary ‘general to the Governor of Addis Ababa, 
In June 1942 he became Assistant Custodian of 
Enemy Property, lit August 1942. he went with 
Blaiti Ayycki Gabre to London, with the rank of 
first secret ary. He was transferred to Moscow, 
likewise as (trsi secteary. in November 1943 and 
returned to Ethiopia in August of the following year. 
In November 1944 he was made Director-General of 
Civil Aviation, and has remaincd in this post since. 
Quirt and intelligent, and speaking good English, he 
ha% managed to keep on good terms with the 
Americans from T.W.A. who run the Ethiopian 
Airlines. Rarely in hh office when wanted and 
nothing can be done by his staff when absent. 
Knows very little about aviation and is a menace. 
Married for the second lime in May !950 i.o a sister 
of the Crown Princess. 

64. Colonel Tumi rat Yisezu 

Bom in 1913. Educated at the Taffari Makonnen 
School and the Hollcta Military Training School, as 
well as in Palestine where he spent the Italian occu¬ 
pation, tin his return lo Ethiopia through Gojjam 
in 1943, he served as a Captain in ihc police and in 
1943 w.is promoted to Major ami appointed a Staff 
Officer in the police. In 1944 he married a daughter 
of R,is I mm ti/OM and in June 1945 was promoted 
lo Lieutenant-Colonel and made Vice-Governor of 
Addis Ababa, In June 1946 he became Director* 
General of the Ministry of Justice, and in July 1949 
Vice-Minister of Potts, Telegraphs and Telephones, 
He relinquished the latter post in March 1951 on 
his appointment as Vice-Minister of Justice, 

His amiable but weak and idle disposition ha* 
earned him the nickname of "Tame Rat” among 
the English-speaking foreign community. Speaks 
good English and French 

65, Dcjuzmach l av ye Gohmlr 

Born about IS90. Of Royal birth: great grand¬ 
son or King Sahk Sillussie of Shew in the male line 
He has T like Ra* Kassa. a better title to the throne 
than the present Emperor. 

Remained quietly in his Provinces of GurnFardu 
and Gimirra during the Italian war, though he 
was in receipt of Italian overtures hi Lit during it 
and nfiorwirds, Maintained some eorrespondenee 


with the Provisional Government of Wcaiem 
Ethiopia during the summer of 1936, In September 
he moved Cist with a small force anti surrendered 
:n j few day* before Was Imru in the course 

of the Italian operations against the latter and his 
associates- Brought up to Addis Ababa in January 
1937, with R;is Imru, he was sent with, him lo con¬ 
finement in Italy. In |94ii he was allowed to return 
to Ethiopia. 

He is a friendly man of distinguished appearance 
who does not aspire to any political ambitions and 
Wfho continues to live quietly in Addis Ababa. He 
has one son, who is unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 

66. A buna TheuphMus 

Born in 1907 and given a good Church education 
in Gojjam. He was for many years a teacher of 
various ecclesiastical subjects, and in 1943 was 
given the title of Liqa Si I tana t which was Invented 
for him by the Emperor, whose favour he always 
enjoyed, and appointed head of the Trinity Church 
in Addis Ababa In 1946 he visited England as 
Ethiopian delegate to the World Sunday School 
Conference at Keswick. He was consecrated bishop 
by the Patriarch of Alexandria in July I94JJ Arid 
given die See of Hurer. In August i94S’hi-' attended 
the Constituent Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam as Ethiopian delegate. He 
is of broader outlook than most Ethiopian ecclesi¬ 
astics and speaks a little English. 

67. Tvihali Tir/n? Walda Giorgls Wnldu Yohuiuifs 

Bom about 1902. Of humble origin. He was 
educated at rise Menclik School. Addis Ababa, and 
started his career as clerk and interpreter to chiefs 
on European tours. In this capacity he accompanied 
Ra\ Getadiaw on a mission to Geneva. On his 
return from Geneva he became Secretary-General 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and held this 
post until 1934. when he was transferred to the 
Ministry of the Pen as Director-General. He stayed 
at the Emperor's side during the ft alia n invasion 
and Iffi Ethiopia with him. In July 1940 he 
readied Khartum with the Emperor and remained 
with him throughoul his journey to Addis Ababa. 
On arrival at the capital in May 194} he was 
appointed Minister of the Pen, which post he still 
holds. In August 1943 lie was also given the 
Ministry of the Interior, which he relinquished in 
Julv |949 in exchange for the Ministry of Justice, 

Socially agreeable, his intelligence is of a high 
order and is probably unequalled in Ethiopia. He 
is abo one of the few Ethiopians with the rudi¬ 
ments of a social conscience, but his very powerful 
influence on the Emperor personatly and "the weight 
he carries in (he Etliiopian Government have been 
used to serve exclusively reactionary interests; and 
he does not hesitate to use ruthless methods to 
stamp out any potential aggression. The 1947 
" plot " was largely directed against him. In recent 
years his attention has been occupied almost 
exclusively by internal matters. His power k 
believed in some quarters to be on Hie wane, but 
it would be rash to assume this. Speaks excellent 
French, 

6k, fihitlu Tirfe Shumie 

Born in 1902 and educated at the Swedish 
Mission School at Addis Ababa, Speaks English, 
He was a clerk at Dessic before the Italian invasion, 
during which he served on the northern From. 
He afterwards took refuge in Kenya and in 1941 
joined the Emperor nn his return through Gojjam 
In 1943 be was made Director of the Administrative 
Tribunal h the Prime Minister'*! Office, where ho 
served till 1949 when he was appointed Ethiopian 
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Minister at Moscow. Be returned Co Ethiopia in 
May 195cJ mid was lutes made Vice-President of the 
Chamber of Deputies, in January 1952 he became 
Vice-Minister of Finance. 

Although rather conservative in his views he gets 
on well wiLh Europeans and is reasonably honest 
and efficient, as well as being socially agreeable. 

69. Colonel VV.lsj.ii HaiEu Kabbadu IVag^hum 

Born in 1916. Educated at the i'affari Makonnen 
SehtM in Addis Ababa and at the Hole tin Military 
Academy. The hereditary ruler of Ihe district of 
Wig as head of an old-established family. With iii* 
father, the previous Wagshum. he fought against the 
Italians until captured, and his father was beheaded 
before hk eyes. He was sent to the penal settlement 
of Kocra; on his release he joined die patriots and 
was recognised by them as (heir chief not only in 
Wag but also in Si men. 

In 1941 the Emperor confirmed his position as 
Gov eraor of Wag. He remained, however* largely in 
[he capital, and in 1945 was appointed Vice-Minister 
of Pests, Telegraphs and Telephones. Here he 
showed himself conscientious but lacking in 
administrative training and ability. He relinquished 
the post in June 1947 and was reappointed Governor 
of Wag, although it was nearly a year later that he 
eventually returned to his province. He had joined 
the parly of [he Minister of the Fen. and his return 
to Wag WQi generally considered as being for the 
purpose of keeping an eye On (he activities* of RaS 
Seyyuin, who returned to the Tjgrai at [he same 
time. He was brought back to Addis Ababa in 1950 
and was generally believed to be in disgrace. In 
March 1951 he was appointed Minister to Greece 
and left for Athens in August, shortly after the 
discovery of the plot to assassinate the Emperor. He 
was currently suspected of complicity in the plot 
since his wife, a daughter of Filuurari Tates Mahte 
Mikael by.v.J. iv sister-in-law lo the leader of the 
conspiracy, Bitwaded N a gash. This may have 
hastened his already overdue departure. 

7ft. Colon 1 1 Yakob Gabn- Lent 

Bom in !9U. Trigrean. Educated at Swedish 
Evangelical Mission, Asmara. Tafari Makonnen 
School, Addis Ababa and later St. Cyr. Speaks 
French. Italian and improving English/ 

Fought in the I tain- Ethiopian War, on the 
northern from 193S-36 and was wounded. 
Imprisoned by Italians 1937 and sent to Noera 
for three years. In 1942 he joined the Ministry of 
War. Fn 1945 he was appointed Acting Governor 
of Adua. but never took up the post. Since 1950 he 
has been Director-General A Branch at the Ministry 
of War,. 

A very quiet and rather shy personality, but 
quite friendly. It is impossible to estimate his 
capabilities as a staff officer, but he is intelligent 
and likely to be above Ethiopian standards. 

71+ Colonel Vasn Maaga*ba 

Bom in ]9|2 at Karen, Eritrea, and educated 
first in Asmara, then at the Tafari Makonnen School 
at Addis Abaha, ;ird later at Saint-Cyr. Speaks 
French. Italian. .Arabic and some English. He was 
wounded in action against the Indians on the 
northern front, whore he fought in 1935 and 1936. 
From 1937 to 1939 he was imprisoned by the 
Italians in Italian Somaliland. In 1941 he joined 
the staff of the Ministry of War, where he served 
until early 1952. In 1948 he was made Secrerary- 
General of the Ministry and some two years late; 
was mad; Vice-Chief of the Imperial General Stuff 
In February (952 he wa> appointed Governor or 
Mnji- 


He lias a much more independent otltlook than 
most Ethiopians and he expresses hts views with a 
freedom which is often surprising. He is intelligent, 
capable and honest, as well as having a sense of 
humour and most of the social graces. 

72. Lij Yilm& Dcrassa 

Born about 19,16 of a well-established Gal la family 
from Gimbi and son of Blatiu Dercssa. former 
Director of the Ministry of Agriculture and owner 
n( a gold and platinum concession anti of large 
estates in Wallaga Province. He was educated at 
the Meric lik School. Addis Ababa, and latei at 
Victoria College, Alexandria, and the London School 
of Economics. Upon his return from England in 
1934 he worked in she English Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, In the 1 talo-Ethiopian 
War he joined the forces of R&s Imru and was 
captured with him in the autumn of 1936. and sent 
with him to Italy. In 1944 he returned to Ethiopia 
and worked with the other political prisoners in the 
Political Office. 

In August 1941 lie was appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry of Finance and in November 
1942 was raided to Vice-Minister, which he remained 
until July 1949 when he became Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, 

In both Ministries he has shown himself a good 
organiser and strict disciplinarian, but has been 
handicapped by inadequate technical knowledge. 
He has a reputation for comparative honesty and is 
the acknowledged leader of the young progressive 
Ethiopian's, lie wants to encourage the economic 
development of the country with the help of foreign 
capital but lends to underestimate the practical 
difficulties and to over-estimate the attractions of 
Ethiopia a* a field for investment. Charged m 1952 
vytlh the conduct of negotiations with "the Italian 
Government on the subject of reparations arising out 
of the Peace Treaty, 

Socially agreeable, speaking excellent English, he 
suffers from an inferiority complex which sometimes 
bedevils his personal relations and which may be 
due to liis diminutive size. 

Married to a daughter of Dr. Maitin, 

73+ Major Yohaniwv Abdu 

Bom in 1909, the vtep-son of Majid Ahud. % 
Syrian owning considerable land in the West. Edu¬ 
cated at Swedish and American Mission schools. 
From 1931 to the end of 1932 he wa^ interpreter to 
Major Whatley at ihc British Consulate :tl Majii 
fvvherc rumour attributes to him activities in slave 
trading}. He fought against the Italians with Ras 
Imru, and spent the occupation in Cairo He joined 
the Ethiopian forces in Khartum and took part in 
the Gojjam campaign with the Emperor. In May 
1941 he was- sent to Si dam o with Ras A beta Aragai 
and remained in that province when Ras Adefrisau 
was made Governor-General In -August 1942 he 
was appointed Director-General of Jimma sub- 
province and took an active part in the return of the 
Ethiopians to the southern part of the Ogoden in 
August, lint! also in negotiations with the Kenya 
authorities over frontier disputes. He was subse¬ 
quently transferred to Reran a as Acting Governor, 
and i:n that capacity did much to improve relations 
on the Kenya Ethiopia frontier. In September 1950. 
believing himself to be persecuted by the Central 
Government, he lied Co Kenya arid claimed asylum 
.is a political refugee. The Ethiopian Government 
immediately asked for his extradition as a military 
deserter, basing their request on Article XT of the 
Viglii-Ethiopian Agreement of 1944, After months 
of discussion they were informed. Co their chagrin, 
chat (he evidence in favour of hi? military siatus 
was inadequate and thin he could not he handed 
over. Meanwhile, he remains in exile in Konya. 
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Well educated and efficient bv local standards, 
hut utterly untrustworthy and probably mentally 
unbalanced. 

7-1. . Vti« jfaudv Ayelki 

Bom in ]9f)2, in the district of Am hum Sa-int 
Is a relative of the Emperor and brother-in-law of 
Ras Iron*. Hji received a purely Ethiopian educa¬ 
tion and speaks no foreign languages At the time 
ol the Italian invasion he held the rank of Fimuitm 
and the post of Governor of Maji, Fought against 
the Italians. but was forced to retreat into Kenya, 
where he remained until the Emperor's return to 
Ethiopia, when he accompanied him on his advance 
from Khartum, Promoted to Dej&zmadi in Decem¬ 
ber 1941. and appointed Governor of Maji^Gimirra 
and Kaffa. In July 1943 he became Af.i Negus 
His exile in Kenya appears to have broadened his 
outlook, which was formerly, owing to his limited 
education, narrow and conservative. An easy-going, 
good-natured person of no great intelligence or 
courage as Chief Justice, who dutifully Fulfilled his 
functions as “ Mouth of the King," (Afa Negus} 
until his retirem:/!I in 194-9 on health grounds. 

75, tibitta Zaudv BvluiiK'Is 

Bom flbtTUL 1902, educated at the Mcnelik School 
and Liter in France, where he studied engineering. 
Speaks French wdl. Was a deputy Commissioner 
on the Ethiopian-British Somaliland Boundary 
Commission 1932-34. Director of Public Works 
before the Italian occupation, after which lie went 
into exile in France. Returned to Ethiopia in Sep¬ 
tember 1942, artl was appointed Director-General of 
the Addis Ababa Municipality In June 1943 became 
Vice-Minister of Public Works and Communications, 
and in July 1 L )45 was .appointed Vice-Minister of 
Agriculture! but did not lake up his duties, appearing 
to be under a cFoud of some kind, let July 1946 
he returned to the Ministry of Public Works and 
Communications He acted as Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in 1947* fn July 1949 he wok the 
additional portfolio of Minister of Public Health acid 
relinquished that of Minister of Public Works and 
Communications early in 1950. In 1952 appointed 
Presideir of the Chamber of Depute*. This may 
b: looked on as at least a temporary shelving of his 
career. He is a small, energetic nun of good educa¬ 
tion, socially amenable btn radiating pomposity. In 
hri aiiou - official capacities he has shown himself 
to be Situbb ini* inefficient and corrupt. 

7b, Ala Zutuk Gahre Jfpvwof 

Bom an 1909- Educated at the Mentitle School. 
Started his career as a custom clerk in 1930, At the 
time of the Italian invasion he was headman at Au 
Barreti* whence he escaped to British Somaliland. 
He remained there until 1940 when he wen! to 
Kenya under Lieutenant-Colonel Curie (now Her 
Majesty's Consul >. 

In November 1941 he was appointed Chief Secre¬ 
tary in the office of the Governor of Addis Ababa, 
In’July |942 he became Secretary-General of tire 
Harcvr Province and in January 1943 wits made 
Governor of Chetcher. In November 1513 he was- 
appointed Secretary-Genera) of Ihe Prime Minister's. 
Office- In March 1945 he was given his first diplo- 
malic posi. that of First Secretary of the Ethiopian 
Legation tn London and in August 1946 was 
appointed Ethiopian Chwp/ d’Affaires at Stock* 
holm. He served on ihe Ethiopian Delegation to the 
General Assembly in the autumn of 1947. hi 
i uuiary r94K he wa- made Director-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Atfoars and in July 1949 was 
promoted to the rank of Vice-Minister. In 1949 
and 1950. when Atu Aklilou was frequently abroad, 
he was left for fang periods in charge of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Being weak and rather 


ineffectual by nature, he did not altogether live 
up to his new' responsibility at first, but improved 
considerably later on. In 1951 he spent much time 
at Asmara, where lie represented the Ethiopian 
Government in discussions with the United Nations 
Commissioner and the British Adm in istration 
regarding the future constitutional -statu? and 
arrangements for the hand-over of Eritrea. Early 
in 1952 he was nominated Ethiopian Ambassador 
to Rome, a post to which he does not seem 
particularly titled in view of his deep-rooted ami* 
Italian feeling?. While wailing to take up his 
appointment he was accused of having embezzled 
some £13*000 of Ministry of Foreign Affairs funds. 
He was able to account For rather less than half 
this i-mount. However, after a short period of 
retirement from public life, he has now been 
appointed Ethiopian delegate at United Nations 

Socially amiable and generally well-disposed, he 
i\ not a strong personal ily and owes hu jidvance- 
fltsnt largely to his kinship with the Prime Minister, 
Speaks good English, 

77, Deju/much Zaude Gable 

Born in 1927* the son of ihe late Dejaintach 
Gabre Selassie and through his mother, who subse¬ 
quently married and was divorced Hj the Crown 
Prince, a grandson of Rus Scyum ft/.v.l. While si ill 
a child he was given Ihe rank of Dsjazmach and 
made ** governor " of a province in the Tigrai. Hc- 
wus educated first in Pales line and Liter, after a 
sp. ,! J ai the Haile Selassie Secondary School at 
Addis Ababa, m England. He spent one year at 
University College Exeter, and three years at 
St. Peter’s Hall* Oxford, where he graduated in 
195) Before returning in Ethiopia he served with 
the Ethiopian Delegation to ihe Uni led Nations, 
Early id 1952 he was made head of the Economic 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
in June 1952 he was given in addition charge of 
the Ministry's Press and Information Department, 

Friendly, intelligent and a good conversationalist. 
Speaks good English and French. 

78, Albert Henn Gam’tBnn 

Bom ai Tacoma, Washington, United States, in 
mH Married. Educated in American universities 
and subsequently a Rhodes scholar, he is ait M.A. 
of Oxford University. He later held posts as 
>emor Attorney with the Department of Justice. 
.Assistant Legal Adviser lo (he Stale Department 
am! Professor of Law m New York Uni versify, 
During the war fie served with ihe Fore ten Economic 
Administration in London ami with S-H.A.E.F. 
from 1943 to 1945. In 1947 he was granted 
extended leave from ^cw York University 
and entered ihe service of the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment as adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Basic alb pm-British, he works in uneasy partner- 
s.hip with Mr. Spencer tij.v.L who hears ail ihe real 
responsibility. Not a hard worker and not therefore 
likely ever to attain Ihe respect of his employers, as 
Mr. Spencer has done, His political views .»:. some¬ 
what Leftist, He has a. pleasant persona lily and bi s 
relations with ihts embassy are excellent, 

79* C'nnnL Carl Gatfav von down 

Born ai Hclgusta* Sweden, tn 19H9, lie was 
related by martin re to Gocriug, whom he v idled 
several times during the war. He was strongly 
suspected of being a German agent and is known 
U» have been concerned in the peace feelers which 
were put out in Sweden in 1940 and 1944. He 
was in Ethiopia before the war and returned shortly 
after the Armfclice. since when he has been in 
charge of the Imperial Air Force Cadet School at 
BtshoFiu. An experienced pilot himself, hh 
achievement in training Ethiopian pilots has been 
remarkable 


I 17 


He has an outwardly pleasant personality and 
professes friendship towards Britain, but he ii said 
on occasion to have been actively hostile when no 
Brit Mi subjects are in earshot. He is much given 
to intrigue, both with Ethiopians and hi?- own com¬ 
patriots. and experience has shown him to be 
Unreliable and tuilruslworthy, except where bN 
personal ambitions, which are immense, are con¬ 
cerned , Provided these coincide with British policy 
he can hr used. 

SO. Icdin Huthuivuy Spencer f Aiiicriruii) 

\d riser to the Ministry* of Foreign Affairs. 

Bom about 19(18. Married to a Swedish lady, 
A dative of Iowa* appears to have private mean*. 

Studied international law in Paris and Berlin. 

Assistant to the Emperor's financial and general 
adviser, Mr. E. A, Colson, in 1935-36. Subsequently 
was with the Ethiopian dele capon at Geneva and 
later worked ill the State Department. Volunteered 
after Pearl Harbour and obtained a staff appoirtl- 
meal in the United States navy, The Ethiopian 
Government asked Ihe State Department in Wash¬ 
ington for him in 1943, and he was withdrawn from, 
the North .African forces and -lew (o Ethiopia, 
arriving on 2nd October* 1943- After His Majesty's 
Government’s concurrence had been obtained, he 
was appointed adviser to ihe Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on feih November. 

Hard-working and quiet, he has something of the 
bigoted missionary and much of the Middle Western 
small-Lowri lawyer. He was probably brought up in 
an anti-British tradition und ai one time seemed to 
regard it as his mission in fife to protect innocent 
Ethiopia from British imperialism. To do him 
justice, however, his devotion to Ethiopia has also 
brought him into conflict with his own compatriots. 
During ihe last four years or so, when he has spent 
much of his time serving on successive Ethiopian 
delegations lo the General Assembly, the need lo 
cooperate wilfo member*-, of British delegations over 
Eritrea seems to have had a mellowing effect. 
Socially awkward and still rather pettifogging, he 
is no longer the lly in the Anglo-Ethiopian ointment 
that ha once was and indeed during that long negotia¬ 
tions preceding the transfer of power in Eritrea he 
showed himself extremely friendly, though often a 
very hard bargainer, 

81. 11 arijint Abba! 

Rose Irani humble circumstances and reached, the 
highest grade for native employees with ihe Italians, 
Upon their capitulation he absconded with a large 
sum of Italian, paper money which he had been 
instructed to burn. Owns i large holding in she 
S,A.T*A-E. motor-bus company of Asmara. 
Appointed Secretary for the Interior in live Eritrean 
Government, November 1952. Is a strong Unionist 
hut equally strongly opposed to annexation. 

82, Deri inch Nassau AM 

Born in EftS3, Moslem. Was formerly ait inter¬ 
preter under the Italian Government, Well educated 
and most capable. Enjoys great popularity and 
political influence amongst both Moslem and topis. 
Has! a narrow escape when a bomb was thrown at 
his h- his j by members of the Aniline: in J : ut) 1947 

83* Ikedtsucnach Tfldh Bairn 

Chief Executive of the Eritrean Government 
Born 1914 Protestant Educated at tile Swedish 
Mission School and subsequently for seven years in 
Florence. Speaks Italian fluently* good English and 
several native languages. Under Italians he was head¬ 
master of an Eritrean school and later worked for (he 
British Administration from ihe commence men I of 
the occupation until September 1946, when he gave 


jus whole lime to politics. He is undoubtedly shrewd* 
intelligent and ambitious hut has shown considerable 
weakness in his leadership of (he Eritrean Govern¬ 
ment since Federation, His manner towards ihe 
Ethiopians is far too subservient and he has 
consistently failed to obtain the rights of the Eritrean 
Government under the Federal Act. His popularity 
in Eritrea has waned considerably during the last 
nine months. Nevertheless there is no rival political 
leader likely <o unseat him at the moment, 

84. Dejuch Bvibc Rarachi 

Born Ambi Derho 1888, Copi, Wav formerly 
head of the Eirst town ward of Asmara and district 
chief of Sahani. Lam^n and Wokeni htli was de¬ 
posed! in 1948 for an incitement to disorder at a 
political meeting. Eldest son <by first marriage) 
of the late Rid*- Buraki and now head of ihmi large 
arid inffufinisat family., President of the Unionist 
Party and held in respect by all members of the 
community. 

85. Ato i'Vvstthayrun Haile 

Minister of Economic Affairs in she Eritrean 
Government, An ex-police sergeant. A man of 
wavering moods who is not Fully to be trusted 
Disliked by the general public and the majority of 
his colleagues probably because he h rather 
cleverer titan most of them In spite of his brains, 
however, he is no! the important personage he 
should be in this territory because he docs not appear 
to have sufficient strength to stand out for what he 
considers to be right, A lukewarm Unionist and 
strongly opposed io Ethiopian annexation. 

86. Suk-h Ahmed kckhi Pasha 

Born 1903. Moslem. Wealthy general merchant- 
1n Italian days was an Italian spy and was interned 
for security reasons during ihe British Occupation. 
Protested he was strongly pro-British nnd was 
released. Joined both Unionist Puny and Moslem 
L.cagu; at different times. Did much for (he Union¬ 
ist Party prior to Federation and has had great 
influence on the Modems in that respect, Spends 
moss of his lime in Addis -kbaha where he lias 
considerable business ties. Reported to be dis- 
appointed in the outcome of Federation but is still 
close to the Emperor. A member of ihe Eritrean 
Assembly. 

87* A buna Mara* 

Born about ]89tt, Bishop of the Coptic Christian 
community of Eritrea. Commenced his religious 
studies, at Bi/cn. where he w-as befriended Ky the 
late Abbot Andentirinm Hagns. Appointed Abbot 
of (he dependent mcmastcry iff Debret Ghermet :n 
the Tigrai in 1925. In 1931 ihe Abbot of Rken 
died and with the support nf ihe Emperor Marcos 
wav appointed in his place* E*. poorly educated, 
conceited, ambitious* and deceitful. His private life 
is not what it should be. He has considerable 
influence amongst the Coptic masses. 

88. Sima Menalmm Joseph 

Born Aden 1SR4. British subject. Arrived in 
Eritrea 1910. General merchant with large interests 
in Asmara and Aden. Head of the Jewish 
community in Eritrea since 1928. in which capacity 
lie has kept ihe community clear of local politics. 
During the British occupation he was conrislently 
friendly und helpful and >inee has continued so lo be. 

89. Sheikh Mohammed Nur Bex Hussun Naib. 

OJLE* 

About sixty years old. The N /ir of Mas jwa. 
During the British occupation came into great 




prominence and did important and useful work as a 
native adviser. Of an old family, strong character and 
dignity, widely versed in itie history and customs of 
the Red Sea province where ho has great influence. 
Now holds the post of Secretary for Social Affairs 
m the Eritrean Government. 


‘ML Sheikh Alt Rmlai 

Aged about forty. President or (he Eritrean 
Assembly and also a merchant with interests in 
Asmara and the Western Province. Attended, Lake 
Success in September 1949 with the Moslem League 
delegation. To-day he appears lo be the stool-pigeon 
of the Chief Executive and has shown many weak¬ 
nesses in his official capacity. Nevertheless has a 
large following amongst the Moslems in the Western 
Province where he is trusted by the tribal sheikhs. 


91. Ibrahim Sultan 

Aged about forty-five. Moslem of a serf tribe of 
the Nacfa district. Speaks good Italian and during 
Italian times rose to the highest rank possible for an 
Eritrean Employed hy the British Administration 
from l L *42 to 1944, Was originally an advocate of 
union with Ethiopia, but split with the Christian 
leaders of the puny to become General Secretary of 
the Moslem League in 194b, He is to-day a member 
of the Eritrean Assembly, Is completely untrust¬ 
worthy and a great talker. Strongly opposed to the 
Ethiopians and would have one believe be is a 
figure to be reckoned with in opposition to the 
present Government Undoubtedly in the past he 
has had influence but today appears, to be a spent 
force. 


9Z, lk'jaE. li Abniha Tcsemtiun M.B.E, 

Born 1901. Son of Ras Tesemma and formerly 
district chief of Dekki Admokhant, Robra and 
Egec3.ii Haroes Was appointed assistant political 
secretary to the late British Administration in 1948 
having previously served as adviser on native affairs 
in lialian limes. He is one of the most astute men 
in Eritrea, bitterly opposed to Amharie rule and in 
the past has been a champion of the re-establishment 
of the supremacy of the Tigfdi in Ethiopia. Recently 
be has advocated, in the absence of & fair deal by 
the Ethiopians, independence for Eritrea and 
possibly union with (he Tigrai, 

ft \% the greatest pity that this able man is in 
opposition to the present Eritrean Government but 
that is largely ihe fault of [he Chief Executive TcdLa 
Bairn. w ho 'defeated him in the election for the 
office of the Chief Executive and subsequently 
treated Abrahu shodd il y. 


93. Ro^ resemma A‘-heroin, O.iLE, 

Born about 1870, Ex-Jistrict chid of Decchi 
Admoopm, Egghela If antes, Robra and Haddcgri, 
One of die ^ most influential personalities in the 
territory bom the from ancient ruling family. Fought 
In the Italian Army at the battle of Adua. Hus 
visited Italy and Palestine. Authoritative* respected 
and well loved by his people. Proud and vindictive 
where his prestige and position arc involved. Now 
bolds the position uf elder statesman and is not seen 
much in public, probably owing to the rivalry of his 
soil (sec separate listi with I Jedjarmach Tedla Baim. 

94. Wokteflli Woldemariam 

Of Tigrai extraction, born about 1905. A Swedish 
Mission Protestant. Well educated with a good 
knowledge of English and a very charming and 
probably sincere man. Formerly employed by the 
Brills li Information Services. Once a me mb,-; of 
the Unionist Party, he later joined the Liberal Pro¬ 
gressive Party and later stilt became a lone advocate 
for partition He then became leader of the 
Intellectual is L Party of the Independent Hhxr and was 
one of the chief opponents of the Unionist delegation 
at Lake Success, 

He is a bitter enemy of both the Emperor and the 
Empire of Ethiopia. He is convinced that the 
present Eritrean Government is in the pay of the 
Ethiopians and is prepared to go lo any lengths to 
prevent the annexation of Eritrea by Ethiopia. 
However, recent steps taken by both the Ethiopian 
and Eritrean Governments have made the possibility 
of him raising a worthwhile opposition practically 
negligible. Weldemariani has had seven attempts 
made upon his life, 

95. Dr, FI, Diojiivin 

Mayor of Asmara. An Italian national bom in 
Egypt and a member of the Italian Civil Service, 
He came lo Eritrea as an interpreter with Marshal 
Graziani. Very well I bought of by the late British 
Administration and continues to run the Asmara 
Municipality with great cITiieicnc;. There ri now a 
strong current of local opinion against him as being 
too pro-Italian He has always shown the greatest 
courier towards the British since Federation. 

96. Monsicnur Maritumi 

Aged sixty-dghL Roman Catholic Bishop 
(Apostolic Vicar) of Eritrea. He is a shrewd man 
and hides a fund of political wisdom under an 
assumed simplicity. Was formerly on good terms 
with the Fascists and since has worked discreetly 
for the maintenance of Catholic and Italian 
influence in Eritrea. He was, however, always on 
good terms with the kite British Administration, 
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(No. 24. Confidential) Addis Ababa, 

Sir, March 3. 1953, 

With reference to my despatch No, 61 of 
26th July last. I hate the honour to transmit 
herewith a revised report on the Heads of 
Foreign Diplomatic Missions in Ethiopia. 

E have. &e, 

D. L. BUSK. 


Enclosure in No, 7 

Ethiopia : Iliads ut ■ oretgn Mfc-siiips 

i Passages marked with an asterisk arc 
reproduced From previous reports! 

Austria 

Dr. Robert Friedinger-Prunter (Minister). 
"Presented his letter? in June I95L Resident in 
Cairn, (Written Lit 1951.) 

Belgium 

M. Gerard, who left in 1952. died while in Belgium 
and has been replaced by M. Rouesch as Charge 
d’AffHires. On first acquaintance he appears u 
colourless individual with a strong grievance that he 
has nni beet) trade a Minister. He is unmarried. 

Denmark 

M. Hubert dc Wiehfdd (Minister). 

‘Presented hi? letters in February 195l>. Reticles 
at Athens and is also Minister to Egypt. (Written in 
1951,) 

Egypt 

The Ambassador left at the end of 1952 and has 
not yet been replaced. 

France 

M. Henri-Haul: Rous (Ambassador). 

‘ Presented his letters in July 19ft). Born 1900, 
Served (since 1923) in Syria, turkey and Bulgaria, 
where he spent the greater part of the war as the 
Vichy representative. In charge of the Las tern 
European Depart men! of the Quat d’Orsay in 1945. 
Counsellor and Charge d'Affaires at New Delhi, 
1947. Minister, and subsequently Ambassador at 
Kabul in [94$ 49. Married to a vivacious and pretty 
Spaniard. Speaks English welt, A gentle* pleasant 
and friendly colleague. (Written in 19510 

Greet* 

M, Aristomcnes Miliane&is {Charge cl*Affaires, 
ad Iwcrfm), 

Served here in this capacity in 1947-48, when he 
was under definite suspicion of Leftist, if not actually 
Communist, tendencies. Returned in July 195(1 
alter an interval of some IS months. Since his 
return he has been a good deal more cautious, though 
he stiff consorts with members of the Soviet Legation, 
Married, while serving in Moscow, to a Soviet 
Russian indy who seems harmless (though nobody 
knows how "he contrived to get her out of the Soviet 
Union). Superficially Friendly and a tireless talker 
in indifferent French. Self important and boring. 
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I rui| 

M. Najiib cr-Rawi (Minister). 

‘Presented his letters in April 1951. Resides in 
Cairo. (Written in 1951.) 

Italy 

Marche sc Alfonso Tacoli di San Possidonio 
(Ambassador). 

Prevented his. letters on 22nd February. 1952, Was 
formerly Italian representative in Prague and Monte¬ 
video Seems shrewd and agreeable with a well- 
developed sense of humour, which he is certainly 
going u> need here. Speaks French. His wife and 
family have riot yet joined him. 

Lebanon 

M. Sarny el-Khoury (Minister), 

* Presen ted his letters in April 1950 Resides in 
Coro. \ brother of lire President of the Lebanese 
Republic. Married, (Written in 1951,1 

Mtiko 

General A Saiichci Acevedo (Minister), 

Is also accredited to Egypt and Turkey add resides 
in Ankara. Only speaks Spanish. Presented his 
loiter-, on 9th June. 1952, I cannot think why. 

Netherlands 

Jonkneer Herbert Pautuv Josephus Bosch van 
Prafcestein fMinister). 

Presented his letters on 15th March, 1952, Came 
here from Rangoon largely to deal with Dutch 
commercial interests which arc Increasing. He ran 
immediately into trouble with the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment over"(heir shady treatment of a Dutch firm. 
-Speaks g ii. hJ I nglish and seems agreeable and intelli¬ 
gent, Married. 

Norway 

M. Francis Irgcns (Minister). 

‘Presented his letters in October 1948. Resides in 
Cairo. (Written in 1951.) 

PoJud 

M. Jon Drohojowski (Minister). 

Present his letters on Ilth January. 1952- Until 
recently aL' 1 accredited tn Egypt and resident in 
Cairo." Although lw was withdrawn from Cairo in 
April |952 r he is apparent!) still accredited to 
Ethiopia. 

Spain 

Seikor don Domingo de las liarecuas (Minister). 
Presented lus letters in November 1951 
Accredited a bo to Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Resides 
at Cairo. 

Ssnict f niod 

M. Vasitu Rybakov (Minister). 

‘Presented his letters in December 1948. 

Game here from Reykjavik. Married, with two 
children. Speaks a little English and German. 
Unfonhetimmg even by Soviet standards on official 
mutter* but socially jovial. Probably not the k- work¬ 
ing head" id his own Legation, The Ethiopian 
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authorities. like his diplomatic colleagues here, 
regard him as correct hut ouster-]ike. His Mission 
has rcecnt.lv become conrideraM) more active—and 
offensive—in both written and oral propaganda, 
but this is probably due to ihc initiative of a new 
First Secretary (M. Fedormr (Written in 1QSI.I 


Sweden 

M Erik Wiscn (M mister ). 

'Presented his testers in October 1950 as the 
first Swedish resident Minister to Ethiopia. Married 
to -i rich, active and domineering wife of Russian 
extraction and—according to herself— ,+ of doubly 
noble lineage." Has a crippled hand. Speaks good 
English and French. Friendly, hut rather colourless, 
(Written h 1951.) 


Switzerland 

M. Henry Beat de Fischer (Minister). 

Presented his letters on 2nd May, 1952. Also 
accredited to Egypt. Resides at Cain?, 


United Stated 

The Ambassador left at the beginning of 1953 and 
the name of his stiogfosor has not yet been 
announced. 


Yaaodarta 

A Legation was opened by Mr. Milan Rislic who 
is resident in Cairo. It is under the charge of 
M. Stanhiik a$ Charge d'A^aires, 3 have not seen 
enough of him to form any impressions. 
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